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~ Minister’s Musings, January 2019 ~ 
I find that I’ve reached the age and stage where I’m getting nostalgic 
for things of the past.  For my birthday, just before Christmas, I 
received a 1979 model typewriter (something I wanted I hasten to add 
in case you’re thinking it was a strange gift to give someone out of the 
blue!).  I remembered as a child being envious of my friend who had an 
old typewriter to play with (I wasn’t allowed to use my Mum’s precious 
one!).  But actually I wanted it for creative journaling purposes.  I also 
received a set of books which I had had as a child and remembered 
with fondness.  The shops seem to be full of notalgia – from Rubik’s 
cubes to ‘etch-a-sketch’.  I wonder if any of you also feel nostalgic for 
things from your past?  

I think though, that there might be a difference between enjoying again 
a toy, book or pastime that gave us pleasure in the past, and being so 
caught up in the past that we want things to stay or return to exactly as 
they were.  Nostalgia is notorious for noticing all the great things and 
ignoring the not so great ones.  Our memories are selective; we have a 
tendency to look back at the past through rose-tinted lenses and 
believe that everything was wonderful (though it wasn’t) and we wish it 
could be just like that again (but it can’t).  

The past is no better and no worse than the present, it’s just different.   
In my training I was told to watch out for the tendency of churches to 
sugar coat the past – ‘remember when we had 120 children in our 
junior church? Ah those were the days!’  But the church records show 
the maximum number in junior church at that time was 25 – probably 
considerably more than today but not the vast numbers nostalgia 
remembers.

The future then will be different from the past.  We will have to let go of 
some of those things that we have held dear; we may in fact have to 
accept that we take action today for someone else’s future (I hesitate to 
say the dreaded word, but Brexit is a perfect example where many of 



the older generation voted for a future that the younger generation did 
not want).  This is a great responsibility but I believe that as people of 
faith we are equipped for this responsibility.  The message of 
Christmas is ‘Emmanuel, God with us’.  We put our faith and trust in 
God who has a purpose and a mission for transformation in our world.  
As we go forward into 2019, we should do so with confidence that, 
through prayer and dialogue, we can make the best decisions we can 
for the future generations of our church.  So while we acknowledge and 
respect the past, and look upon it with fondness, let us look to the 
future with hope and anticipation for all that God will do through God’s 
people in this place.

‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it.’

John 1:5

May you be blessed with a happy and healthy 2019.

Jane Henderson

~ Order in the Playhouse ~ 
Union Chapel Players breathe new life into mystery plays

There are three universally accepted rules in the theatre:

Never work with children
Never work with animals 
And 
Acting drunk is the hardest role you will take on in your career 

The UCP laughed in the face of two of these dismissing them as mere 
trivialities... this reviewer was hoping for a hat trick- possibly in the form 
of a real donkey being used to tell the nativity story but alas that was 
not on the cards. 



Playwright Redhouse proved his mettle once again writing perfectly for 
his players. Melchior, as played by the delightful Aubrey, gave us a 
masterclass in stage presence. Without speaking a word he impressed 
upon us his sense of gravity and wisdom that he brought to the role. 
The brave choice to employ the Brechtian technique in place of a third 
wise man , “Absent friends: Quinn” was truly humbling- breaking the 
fourth wall and yet resisting the “preaching” mode that is so closely, 
and often unfairly, allied with Brecht by maintaining the humour in the 
scene. 

Jessica Howes’ interpretation of the role of magistrate conveyed the 
weary sense of someone whose patience is consistently tried by the 
incompetence and stupidity of those around them. This reviewer would
love Ms Howes to apply her talents to a revival of the role of Solomon 
bringing her divine, almost imperceptible sarcasm to the famous 
“dividing the baby” scene.

Isobel Earnshaw continues to grow as an artiste. Despite the necessity 
of playing multiple roles in the piece (surely a sign of the hardships 
currently implemented on the arts in our current climate) there was no 



trace of Balthazar in her Watchman and no sign of her Watchman in 
her Balthazar. Ms Earnshaw has clearly worked with a voice coach for 
her Balthazar role and the backstory that was suggested in the role of 
the watchman- a need for validation from the society in which he lives 
which he is constantly denied leading to his malicious snitching on 
those around him- was brought to life by her without overshadowing 
the pace of the piece. 
The trio of shepherds avoided relying on the usual stereotyping of 
these “simple country folk”. Their reluctance to share their story for fear 
of being ridiculed leading to their lying in the courtroom had echoes of 
Proctor in the courtroom in Miller’s The Crucible. 
The use of the usher to manage the elements of stagecraft in the 
performance created seamless transitions and maintained the tensions 
and the created world through the hymns. Howes Snr. in his role of 
“drunken innkeeper” portrayed the plight of so many innkeepers in a 
poetic way. He invites us to laugh at his character but the script then 
draws us up short making us question what it is we are laughing at.
What Redhouse and his company of players have done is to 
reinvigorate the mystery plays. The performance was in part a history 
lesson, in part a stand up comedy routine and in other parts a 
celebration of the rambunctious nature of folk music and the theatre. 
He makes it accessible for his audience without patronising them. 
Redhouse continues to bring fresh, exciting work to Union Chapel and 
his group of players rise to the challenge most nobly.

Here’s to Easter... 
Rachel Garner

~ Snippets Of Hebrew:  
     Fashion and Status ~ 

Clothing has always been important, it seems. And it still is. But 
perhaps we expect too much from it these days. For some it could be 
just another dopamine fix, and the item might be lucky if it is worn 



twice. Ebay would never have got off the ground in the Old Testament 
days!

One of the stories about Jacob and Esau, of which almost every one 
has heard, has as a component of the narrative, a piece of clothing, 
which I had never noticed before. It is part of the deception of Isaac 
into giving Jacob the blessing due to the firstborn son, who was Esau. 
But Esau had sold his birth-right for a pot of stew. 

However, Isaac had instructed Esau to go and catch his favourite 
dinner, cook it and bring it to him so he could bless Esau, before he 
died. So, Esau set off into the wild to catch the favourite animal, with no 
intention of honouring his folly in selling his birth-right to Jacob. Esau 
intended to have his stew and eat it, so to speak.

But do not underestimate a Jewish mother! Rebekah overheard her 
husband sending Esau out for favourite meat, as well as the rest of the 
conversation. So she sent Jacob to the flock to bring two kids of the 
goats. Next she would make stew that tasted just like that which Isaac 
loved. Knowing that Isaac was almost blind, and he would only have 
the feel of the goat skins covering Jacob’s arms and the other 
ceremonial clothing of Esau to go by in identifying Jacob as Esau.
The goat skins were to disguise Jacob’s lack of bodily hair, which Esau 
had an abundance. One can almost see the pantomime element in 
this. 
Jacob’s first objections to his mother’s plan was that he might be found 
out. Not that he would be doing wrong! But no doubt his ego would 
rationalise that Esau had sold him his birth-right and how else could 
this impending disaster be averted?
Rebekah dressed Jacob in Esau’s best or ceremonial garment, and 
covered his arms and neck in goat’s skin.
To see the subtlety of the Hebrew wording, and how an added hint of 
the contrasts contained in the story, emphasises their importance by 
the narrator, the following should help.



Rebekah took Esau’s ceremonial garment, which was with her in the 
house, and clothed Jacob her younger son with goat skins. The word 
‘et’ in the Hebrew sentence means either “with” or is just a connecting 
word to the previous verb, but itself is never translated 

So does the ‘et’ word mean “with”, or link it to the verb in the previous 
verse? It almost certainly does both. The possibility of both meanings 
would indicate to the native speaker or reader that there is an 
ambiguity here, and draw the reader’s attention.

Although this comes through just as well in English, perhaps it is the 
clue as to how the original authors used the language that is the 
intriguing element. It suggests that they went out of their way, to draw 
the attention. When we use a pun, and add “Pun intended” to add an 
extra nuance to a sentence, we are doing exactly the same as the 
Hebrew does here.

The contrasts are between:
Esau who is hairy and Jacob who is not, 
Esau who has a ceremonial garment, (being the firstborn) and Jacob 
who does not, 
Jacob who is smooth skinned and the goats which are not. 
The garment of Esau which was in the house, and the goat skins which 
were not. 
Esau’s garment, which was already in existence, and Jacobs which 
was not
Esau’s garment which covered him completely and the goat skins 
which did not
The goat skins are upon human hands, not goats. 
There is an implied similarity between Esau and goats in the mind of 
the narrator, in fact Esau is forty years old at this point, and Jacob is 
being dressed like a baby goat in order to make his father think it is 
Esau! Is there therefore in any sense a hint that Esau was considered 
immature, since baby goat skin is to be used to fool Isaac.



The goat skins which were not in the house unlike Esau’s garment, but 
were used to deceive Isaac along with Esau’s garment which was in 
the house, is a piece of irony. To be of the house, one ideally had to 
value the household’s values. Esau did not do that, because he sold 
his birth-right, and married two foreign women which caused his 
parents heartache.
Is there some conflict between what appears as maturity, a hunter 
compared to a mummy’s boy who stays at home and cooks?
The tensions in this very short story are intriguing. Mother loves Jacob, 
father loves Esau, and the twins fought each other even in utero. 
There is plenty of opportunity for imagination here, and the narrator 
has milked this story for all its worth, because it is going to stand as 
one of the patriarchal foundation stories of the entire nation. And 
perhaps that is the most important aspect of the whole story.
Everything here is dressed up to be what it is not. 
Jacob would later dress his firstborn son of his favourite wife in a coat 
of many colours.
Did Jacob dress Joseph in a glorious coat of many colours following 
his mother’s example?

Geoff Walker

~ On Barbara Kingsolver’s 
 ‘The Poisonwood Bible’ ~ 

This book was first published 20 years ago now, so many of you have 
probably already read it.  But I read it for the first time this year and so 
just in case you haven’t read it, I would highly recommend it.
I was inspired to read this on recommendation from others, but also 
because I have one friend who is a refugee from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and a Belgian friend who was raised in the Congo 
by missionary parents.
Set in the late 1950s and early 60s, it features a US missionary family 
sent out to the Belgian Congo to proclaim the gospel.  Clearly this is 



written from the era where mission work was about taking God in your 
suitcase to the uncivilised and pagan natives [my interpretation].  It 
deals with the ethics and morality of imposing a white western 
individualist and patriarchal model of faith in an African community 
context.  The family are US Southern Baptists with a conservative 
theology and they arrive to discover that the previous missionary 
incumbent was clearly far more liberal.  This incites the Father to be 
more zealous in his preaching and mission work.  The rest of the 
family, bar one of the daughters, are at best indifferent to the Father’s 
task and at worst openly hostile, as are many of the native Congolese.
A series of tragedies affect the family, arguably exacerbated in some 
cases by their own unhelpful responses.

Initially I found it very difficult to get into this as a book, as it is written in 
the first person but with each chapter written from the perspective of a 
different family member (excluding the Father).  Once I had read a 
couple of chapters by each character I got into the swing of it.  It was 
interesting that the author chose never to give the first person 
perspective of the Father so we only ever see him through the eyes of 
the rest of his family.  He does not come out well.  Although initially I 
was quite appalled by his zeal and his theology, by the end as he loses 
everything and clearly suffers mental health issues, I did feel some 
sympathy for him, which then caused me to reflect on the earlier 
chapters.   Although looking through 21st century eyes, his conduct was 
appalling, we also have to recognise the context of which he was a 
product.  I did wonder whether Kingsolver’s critique of him, through the 
eyes of his family, was altogether fair.  I think she has given them 21st 

century insights which I’m not sure they would have had, though I think 
this was an interesting and useful literary device.

In terms of theology of mission, it raises the usual questions for me 
about contextualisation of the gospel message and how often we 
impose our Western culture and values on others as part of that gospel 
message.  When the family first arrive in the Congo, the Father 
condemns the attire of the women of the village which covers their legs 



but not their breasts.  The women are puzzled as to why the white 
man’s God sees their bare breasts as sin.  This is an example of how 
we have appropriated the Gospel to serve our own culture and then 
attempted to impose this on others.  While we may be more 
enlightened about mission now, I do think we need to be mindful of 
what is cultural rather than biblical.  It seems to me that this is perhaps 
part of the issue in the current discussions around sexuality and its 
expression; we are trying to make the Bible say things in our current 
context that were cultural in the Biblical context.
All in all, this was a very good read.  It’s a large book so will need some 
time devoted to it, but the characters are well developed, and writing in 
the first person but from different perspectives is original and allows for 
more comprehensive exploration of some very interesting themes.

Jane Henderson

~ Church Meeting held at Union Chapel 
on Sunday 16th December 2018 ~ 

Among the topics discussed at the Church Meeting were:
Ministerial Stipend Increase
Future Developments at Union Chapel: It was noted that the 
demolition of Linton House is scheduled to start in January 2019
Church Weekend 2019: this will take place on 21st - 23rd June 2019 
at Beechwood Court, Conway. David and Margaret will do the 
Housekeeping. Volunteers required to lead/contribute to the content.So 
far no theme has been chosen although ‘Worship’ was suggested
Publicity: So far we have a website, a Facebook page and an entry in 
the ‘Findachurch’ web directory. Ben Edson at the chaplaincy is going 
to visit us at a morning service. He is interested in finding out more 
about our practice.
The full Minutes can be obtained from the Church Secretary on 
request.



~ News of the Family ~ 
It was good to hear that Colin Marchbank-Smith is back home  after 
being in hospital over Christmas. Colin had his gall bladder removed 
and the surgeon said that it would take him about six weeks to recover 
from the the operation. We send him our best wishes. Beryl Dykes is 
making good progress after falling and badly injuring her shoulder. She 
is looking forward to being more mobile when she is able to drive again
The Christmas Day service is a great occasion for renewing contact 
with people who no longer live in Manchester. Colin Welford 
performed magic on the piano, as only he can, to everybody’s 
enjoyment. The band was supplemented by Rosie & Jonathan 
Roberts and Rachel Garner. It was especially good to see Irene 
Roberts’ children Kay and Ian and to remember the Christmas 
services when she was there.(The Nativity scene, which she helped to 
knit, was again on display.)
Geoff and Carole’s son Stewart and his family were visiting from 
Paris.Their young baby won everyone’s admiration. We have grown 
used to Elizabeth Redhouse appearing on Christmas Day with 
illuminated or musical headgear so this year’s vicious green and light 
flashing spectacles did not disappoint.

~ Food Bank ~ 
During the month of December the Foodbank saw record donations of 
food supplies. Lots of different organisations and community groups 
held food drives in schools, offices and one whole street collected over 
£1000 of items and delivered them to us.
Our Tesco Collection was a great success huge thanks to everyone 
who collected at Burnage and those who attended the session at 
Ladybarn Community Centre where we sorted, dated and stored 2.7 
tonnes of food.



In early December the Manchester Evening News published a 7 page 
article following an investigation into the poor conditions at the Bed & 
Breakfast accommodation used by the City Council to house families 
whilst they await more permanent housing. We have more of this type 
of accommodation in our area and the issues arising for many of our 
clients are shameful and simply not acceptable in today’s society. We 
have raised many of the issues contained within the article, with our 
local councillors since our inception. The City Council are now 
promising some much needed reform.



ITV are in the early stages of planning a documentary looking at the 
work of Foodbanks and we have been asked to work with them. It’s 
vital that the issues surrounding Foodbank use are recognised by as 
wider audience as possible.
Universal Credit continues without reform, numbers attending our 
Foodbank sessions are still on the increase, 2019 won’t see an end to 
Foodbanks but hopefully the needs of those requiring support will 
continue to be met.

Colin Marchbank-Smith

~ Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2019 ~ 
Dates
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed from 
the 18th to the 25th January. The theme this year is ‘Justice, and only 
justice, you shall pursue.’
Introduction
Resources for 2019 have been prepared by Christians from Indonesia, 
the largest country in South East Asia, made up of more than 17,000 
islands, 1,340 different ethnic groups and over 740 local languages, 
united by one national language Bahasa Indonesia. With some 86% of 
its 260 million people estimated to be Muslim, it has the largest Islamic 
population of any country. About 10% of Indonesians are Christian. 
Indonesians have lived by the principle of gotong royong which is to 
live in ‘solidarity and by collaboration’, regarding all Indonesians as 
brothers and sisters.
But gotong royong sits ill at ease with the neo-liberal approach to 
economics that has led to economic growth, and corruption infecting 
politics and business, often with devastating effects on the 
environment. Meanwhile those who are supposed to promote justice 
and protect the weak fail to do so. As a consequence, a country rich in 
resources bears the burden of many people living in poverty. Particular 
ethnic and religious groups are often associated with wealth in ways 
that have fed tensions.The Christians of Indonesia found that the 



words of Deuteronomy, ‘Justice, and only justice, you shall 
pursue…'(see Deut. 16:18-20) spoke powerfully to their situation.
Christian Aid
Each year Christian Aid provides the Go and Do action points for each 
of the daily reflections – linking into the important work of Christian Aid 
in the relief of poverty and advocacy of justice.
Resources: Printed resources for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity can be downloaded from https://ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-
christian-unity-resources

~ Messy Church does Science ~ 
“...in an age where science continues to influence our lives and world, I 
want to explore positively science’s ability to help shape faith and 
spirituality,  a window through which people of all ages might encounter 
God.”      Dave Gregory, BU President  

Dave Gregory will be at  
Sion Baptist Church, 
Burnley, BB11 2DW 

on Saturday 26th January 2019 
The programme will be 
4.00pm  Messy Church does Science Workshop 
5.30pm  Bring a packed lunch and share fellowship 
6.30pm  Celebration and Message 

~ Children & Families Resourcing Evening ~ 
What do we do around Easter?

An event for ministers, leaders, kids workers and church members: 
Sharing stories, inspiring ideas, and thinking out loud about how we 
engage children in our churches and communities with the Easter 
story. 
Monday 21st January 2019 , People’s Church, Chapel Lane, 
Partington, M31 4EY at 7.300pm



~ Farewell Linton House ~ 

The Beginning

The End



‘It was all SpecSavers had left.’

Andy practises for his role as
The Joker in Batman 4.

A Happy New Year to you All



Talking to Each Other ~ 
If you would like to comment on any of the articles in this magazine 
and so start a discussion or if you would care to write an article for us 
on a topic of your choosing such contributions would be welcome. 
Please send them by email to alan.redhouse@virgin.net or by post to 
The Editor, Christward, Union Chapel Fallowfield, 2b Wellington Road, 
Fallowfield, Manchester, M14 6EQ.
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