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~ Minister’s Musings, January 2019 ~ 
It’s public knowledge now that we at Union Chapel are considering 
redeveloping the whole site here at Fallowfield, in order to enable the 
church to have a future.
There is much still to discuss and decide in what is a complex and time 
consuming project.  And this is a highly significant moment in the life of 
this church.  As we look at the history of Union Chapel we see many 
such significant moments – from the building of the original Union 
Baptist Chapel on Oxford Road in the 1870s (costing £20,000), to its 
demolition and merger with the church on the current site, and the 
visionary development of Linton House as a hostel for overseas 
students.
Now is another significant moment in the life of the church.  Our 
numbers have dropped considerably and we find ourselves in a very 
different context to church members in the past.  And so, I believe, we 
have to be bold.  We have to turn necessity into possibility: the 
necessity of finding ways to free ourselves from the burden of 
managing ageing buildings with fewer people, and turning this into the 
possibility of an exciting new life for the church with facilities and ways 
of being together that blur the boundaries between church and 
community, enabling spiritual growth and human flourishing.
It’s not going to be easy.  And in those moments when things become 
challenging, fear and uncertainty can take hold and we want to take the 
‘safe’ way and do nothing.  But by stopping going forward we would not 
simply be standing still, we would be going backwards.  What might 
seem the ‘safe’ way, is in itself challenging and, I believe can only lead 
to a dying church.  Though it will be tough, though the way ahead is 
unknown and there are many obstacles yet to overcome, it is, I believe, 
the way of hope for this church and its community.
I am reminded of the following words by Martin Luther King Junior;

“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk 
then crawl, but whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward.”

So let’s keep our eyes on the prize and keep on moving forward 
together.  Let’s together encourage and care for one another through 
the challenges ahead, and let’s allow ourselves to get excited about the 



possibilities that the future holds for Union Chapel. There will come a 
time when, just as people of this church have before, we will look back 
with satisfaction on this significant moment in our history, and we will 
see that we were right to take action in order to give the church a 
future.
Whether we fly, run, walk or crawl our way forward, let us do so 
together, with excitement, in hope and in faith and with courage and 
confidence.  God still has work for this church to do in this place.

Jane Henderson

~ Linton House is No More ~ 
Linton House has been demolished and we are thankful both for the 
accommodation it provided for many students from abroad and the 



many friendships which were formed, over the years, between the 
students and ourselves.

What comes next?

~ Prospects for Humanity ~ 
At Open Tuesday recently Harry Fleming showed a documentary which 
detailed how the world champion ‘Go’ player, Lee Sedol, was beaten 
four games to one by a computer called Alpha Go. Go is a strategy 
board game for two people where the aim is to surround more territory 
than the opponent. It is believed to be the oldest board game still being 
played today and despite having relatively simple rules it is very 
complex. The number of legal board positions has been estimated to 



be 2 times 10 raised to the power of 170 that is 2 followed by 170 
zeros, a very big number indeed. AlphaGo gained experience in the 
game by playing millions of games against itself and learning the best 
strategies against any move of an opponent.

Of course the film inevitably brought up the idea of Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and the scary thought: ‘what if a machine can can become better 
than humans at AI design so that it can recursively improve itself 
without human help?’ At that stage it is likely that its intelligence would 
far exceed that of a human being.

In two books which have been published recently firstly the late 
Stephen Hawking’s last book ‘Brief Answers to the Big Questions’ and 
the Astronomer Royal’s (Martin Rees) ‘On the Future: Prospects for 
Humanity’ the authors have chapters where they consider the benefits 
and the disasters of the development of AI. Hawking is perhaps the 
more pessimistic . He says ‘It’s tempting to dismiss the notion of highly 
intelligent machines as mere science fiction, but this would be a 
mistake, and potentially our worst mistake ever.’ Rees states that ‘few 
people doubt that machines will one day surpass most distinctively 
human capabilities; the disagreements are about rate of travel, not the 
direction. The next stage of evolution will be the transcending of flesh 
and blood humans by machines. This ‘is a cause for optimism. The 
civilisation that supplants us could accomplish unimaginable 
advances.’

However both authors warn that we need to start discussing, laying 
down guidelines, regulating the development of AI. A start has been 
made both by the UN and the EU. Hawking in 2016 opened the 
Leverhulme Centre for the Future of Intelligence in Cambridge. The 
time to consider our evolutionary future is now but where is the Church 
in all this? What contribution is the Church making to the debate. If the 
evolutionary pathway is from organic intelligence to inorganic 
intelligence surely the Church must have something to say. The 
development might be centuries away or only decades but one thing is 
certain it will be a lot faster than the billions of years of evolution it took 
to get from bacteria to humans.



The Church might consider the long term future of humanity a marginal 
issue but both Hawking and Rees find time to consider God and 
Religion. I found Rees the more positive of the two and his idea of 
working together through ‘peaceful coexistence’ leads me to end with 
an extended quote from his book.

‘I would describe myself as a practising but unbelieving Christian. The 
parallel concept is familiar among Jews: there are many who follow 
traditional observances - lighting candles on Friday nights and so forth. 
But this need not mean that they accord their religion any primacy, still 
less that they claim it has any unique truth. They may even describe 
themselves as atheists. Likewise, as a ‘cultural Christian’, I’m content 
to participate (albeit irregularly) in the rituals of the Anglican church 
with which I have been familiar with since early childhood.

Hard-line atheists focus too much, however, on religious dogma and on 
what is called ‘natural theology’ - seeking evidence of the supernatural 
in the physical world. They must be aware of ‘religious’ people who are 
manifestly neither unintelligent nor naive. By attacking mainstream 
religion, rather than striving for peaceful coexistence with it, they 
weaken the alliance against fundamentalism and fanaticism. They also 
weaken science. If a young Muslim or evangelical Christian is told that 
they can’t have their God and accept evolution, they will opt for their 
God and be lost to science. Adherents of most religions accord high 
importance to their faith’s communal and ritual aspects - indeed many 
of them might prioritise ritual over belief. When so much divides us, 
and change is disturbingly fast, such shared ritual offers bonding within 
a community. And religious traditions, linking adherents with past 
generations should strengthen our concern that we should not leave a 
degraded world for generations to come.’

Alan Redhouse

~ Snippets Of Hebrew:  
Synecdoche (pronunciation similar to “select a key”) is a figure of 
speech meant to acknowledge the entirety of a situation by only 
referring to a small element. For example the phrase “England lost by 6 



wickets” acknowledges every member of the cricket team involved. 
Synecdoche uses a part to express the whole. Perhaps the use of the 
word “boards”, as in “He is treading the boards,” is a very small part 
indeed for an entire theatre and all the support systems that go with it, 
not forgetting the audience.

Now imagine translating the above examples into another language, 
one might translate the synecdoche out. This would result in “The 
English cricket team lost by 6 wickets” and “He is an actor”. In an 
attempt to make the meanings of the stories in the Bible unambiguous 
i.e. picking up the meanings as seen by the translators, they often 
choose to “translate out” synecdoche. 

So to the story! Abraham has sent his servant to find a wife for Isaac, 
and the servant finds Rebekah, the sister of Laban, one of Abraham’s 
relatives.

On his way, Abraham’s servant prays, and in one translation he says to 
God, “O LORD God of my master Abraham, I pray thee, bless my 
errand”. But the Hebrew says bless my journey. The journey is the part, 
which is used for the bigger picture or the errand, or mission. Of course 
he was asking for more than just a nice journey and to arrive safely!

He also prays for a sign so he would know he was talking to the right 
girl, that it might be a good introduction to ask the first damsel he saw if 
he could have a drink, and then if she offers to water all his camels, 
then he would know that she was be the one.

When exactly this happened, he gave her gold rings and a bracelet. He 
knew how to persuade a girl! Next he had to persuade the family.

Laban had prepared food for his guest, but before eating what was set 
before him, the servant of Abraham told them the whole story about 
having prayed that, if the girl says she will water the camels, then that 
would be God’s sign. It seems a bit like saying, God guided me and so 
you must agree. If God has determined something, is it acceptable for 
his agent to be manipulative? That becomes a significant question 
when we come to the story of Jacob the schemer two generations later.



Rebekah had quite an incentive to go and become Isaac’s wife, 
because Abraham’s servant laid it on quite thickly that Abraham was 
rich. Clearly he did not want to return to Abraham and have to say he 
had not succeeded in finding a wife for Isaac. Rebekah’s brother Laban 
was certainly impressed by the gifts of bracelets and rings of gold. 
Marrying into wealth is always good for the relatives! Laban might have 
wondered if Abraham was really rich or was he trying to impress? But 
we have no idea. There are undercurrents of manipulation at work in 
this story, which make it so interesting. It is so true to life.

Given that the whole literary system of the times was about drawing 
the reader into the story to contemplate it, by use of linguistic 
anomalies, then translating these literary devices out is a mistake. One 
Rabbi said you need to take note of all literary anomalies, and assume 
they are there to guide your thinking and exploring. The more you think 
about a story, the more you see in it. This is a lot like watching a film for 
a second time, you see what you missed the first time.

I am hoping that in hearing this explanation of the story as it was 
intended to be heard by the ancient Israelites, maybe we are fulfilling 
exactly what the writers aimed for!

Geoff Walker

~ Church Meeting held at Union Chapel 
on Sunday 17th February 2019 ~ 

Present: Jane Henderson,  Andy Howes (Chair), Margaret Garner, 
David Garner, Nicola Hamilton, Beryl Dykes, Michael Welford, Brenda 
Marston, Rose Bell, Carole Walker, Geoff Walker, Gwen Mattock, 
Margaret Redhouse, Alan Redhouse, Lorna Richardson 
Apologies:  Enid Welford,  Steve Roberts, Gwyneth Heritage-Roberts,   
Colin Marchbank-Smith,  Ted  Land,   Leonie Earnshaw
Minutes of meeting of January 2019 meeting approved. 
Matters Arising: Church Weekend: David Garner stated that 
information and booking forms have been circulated by email and 



paper. We are looking forward to the weekend on June 22 and 23rd at 
Beechwood Court. The content will be organised by Steve Roberts and 
housekeeping is being done by  David and Margaret Garner. Please 
return completed forms to David
Church Security Issues: David informed the church of the 2 break ins 
this year in the large hall, costing the church £650. The church thanked 
Alan and David for dealing with the break ins. After a discussion, it was 
agreed up £1, 000 for the purchase of CCTV cameras. David to 
investigate CCTV cameras.
Update from Steering Group: Andy summarised the outcome of the 
meetings with Mosscare St. Vincent (MSV) and the steering group. The 
cost of the development is considerably more than initially expected, 
therefore the church will have no cash receipt on completion. 
After an MSV meeting with the Architect and Quantity Surveryor, we 
will meet again for more clarification on the costings, the formal 
process and the design. Gwyneth Heritage Roberts has contacted 
MSV with specific questions, and the BU and an independent surveyor 
to give us a valuation of our land. .
Alan Redhouse expressed a number of considerations in going forward 
including 
• the financing of the project, 
• % of grant obtained for the building,
• any ongoing costs to the church.

 He expressed concerns regarding the financial future of the church 
and the dependency on the user groups to cover our expenditures. 
The Lettings committee are aware of a number of users looking for 
new accommodation. It is important that users and O&A have some 
definite information by next month for the availability of our premises 
for the coming year: Sept. 2019 – July 2020.
Steering group to report to church meeting after meeting with MSV on 
February 27.
Diaconate and Treasurer to produce an accurate statement of current 
accounts and a budget for the next church meeting.

Church Future and Jane’s Role: JH, having been in post for 2 years, 
thinks it is now time to review our achievements and look forward to 
how the church would like to manage the immediate future. 



Achievements:
• Open and imaginative thinking  and action regarding the 

development of the church site.
• Development of  members of the congregation leading 

multivoice worship.
• Development of groups such as Book Group and Spirituality 

group.
JH suggested a discussion  on the way forward: 

•    Focussing on the building development and  dealing with 
the changes to the church as they occur 

Or 
• Envisioning how things might be done in the new church, 

looking at relationships within the church,  the users, and the 
community while working on the building development.

•
In the past JH evolved her role on issues arising from individuals within 
the church. In order to continue, it is important the church agrees the 
way forward and the issues they would like JH to undertake. 
There was discussion on how the church can move forward with 
concerns on

• Financial issues
• New people possibly changing the tenor of the church
• People who have beliefs which may conflict with ours
• Need to involve the users in the developments, as some see 

them as an integral part of the church
• Acceptance of others as who they are. 
•

A preliminary poll was that the church would like to look at these issues 
as we are going forward.

Date of Next Meeting: March 17

The meeting closed with the singing of Alleluia.



~ News of the Family ~ 

Kris, Rudy and Aubrey returned to Indonesia at the end of January 
and we are missing their presence very much indeed.

                            Leaving Manchester Airport
Since our last edition Colin Marchbank-Smith, who had his gall 
bladder removed and returned home, has had a further period in 
hospital because of a flare up in his Crohn’s disease. Colin is back 
home now but is unwell and awaiting further tests and treatment. We 
wish him well and he is very much in our minds at the moment.
We send our love and best wishes for a speedy recovery to Leonie 
who has had an operation for carpal tunnel syndrome.



~ Christian Aid ~ 
Indonesian Tsunami Appeal

Giant tidal waves, triggered by a volcanic eruption, struck without 
warning on Saturday 22 December, uprooting trees, damaging 
buildings and roads, and destroying homes. At least 430 people have 
been killed, 14,000 injured and 33,000 displaced.
Our local partner Yakkum Emergency Unit (YEU) has deployed a crisis 
team, including medical doctors and midwives, to help communities 
affected by the disaster in Rajabasa village, Lampung province.
The team is providing emergency medical relief and distributing clean 
water and rice, as well as blankets and basic hygiene supplies. They 
are setting up a public kitchen as they continue to assess the needs of 
displaced people, thousands of whom are living in temporary shelters.
As we support the tsunami relief effort, our partner YEU continues to 
help survivors of September’s disaster in Central Sulawesi

• running mobile health clinics for survivors of the disaster, 
particularly women and girls, both those injured and those who 
had pre-existing health conditions

• handing out more than 1,600 hygiene kits to families in five 
villages, to help prevent the spread of diseases

• distributing more than 130 shelter kits in three villages before 
monsoon season, to help families cope with monsoon weather 
and help women maintain their privacy before they moved on to 
transitional shelters

• handing out 150 solar panel in two villages, to give people a 
renewable, sustainable source of energy.

We are also working on protection and psychosocial counselling 
support for the survivors, to ensure that the threat of gender-based 
violence is minimised and stress levels of communities are brought 
down. 
Our support focuses particularly on vulnerable individuals: people living 
with disabilities and limited mobility, pregnant or breastfeeding women, 
adolescent girls, and households led by women.



Saripa’s Story

Saripa was about to finish cooking and preparing for the Friday prayer. 
Suddenly everything started shaking. Fearing the worst, she ran out of 
her home, while grabbing her four-month-old son.
She heard men shouting, ‘The sea is rising!’, so she ran towards the 
higher ground. Fortunately, her two other children were playing outside 
and were able to run towards the safer ground.
Her husband, who works in the fishing industry, was out at sea, on 
another part of the coast: he was lucky to escape in time.
Saripa walked with her children towards the nearest hill and settled 
down on a flat piece of ground, with many other families from her 
village. She stayed there for almost a week before she gathered the 
courage to go back and check on her house.
She recalls: ‘I was shocked to see that my house was completely 
wiped out and there were no signs of any structure. It was like a bad 
dream.’
She says she never thought the sea could do this to them: their lives 
and livelihoods revolve around the sea.
Now Saripa is rebuilding her life from scratch. Christian Aid has given 
her family a hygiene kit containing household supplies. 



She hopes the support provided by Christian Aid will help her family in 
the months to come.
You can donate by going to:
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/indonesia-tsunami-appeal

Christian Aid Week 2019: 12th to 18th May
Last year Christian Aid Week recruited 57,000 volunteers 

who raised £8.5 million.

~ Stop worrying and Enjoy your Life ~ 
Church Weekend June 21st to 23rd 2019

at Beechwood Court, Mountain Road, LL32 8PY Conway
When a group of atheists wanted to publicise their views on the side of 
a bus the slogan they chose was “ There’s probably no God. Now stop 
worrying and enjoy your life”. This taps into the very real idea that 
religious people are killjoys, against anything that’s fun, God wants you 
to be good not happy.
Yet the Bible is full of joy. Jesus was a partying lover of good food and 
drink. But we rarely consider the good things of this life, the things that 
bring pleasure, joy, satisfaction - things we do that are just good or fun. 
There is a dearth of Christian writing on the pleasures of this life. We 
rarely celebrate things just because they are good. Yes, there is plenty 
about a spiritualised redefinition of the word “joy” which often manages 
to be joyless and to devalue the good things that occur outside the 
religious sphere, but that is something else.
So for one weekend let’s celebrate the good things of this life. Let’s 
seek out resources in our faith which affirm the goodness of creation, 
of human creativity, of human relationships. Let’s share what brings us 
pleasure. Let’s enjoy hearing, seeing, participating in what we enjoy. 
Let’s share together the best that this world has to offer.
In the meantime if you come across anything you think might be 
relevant and useful please do forward to Steve. 
SteveRoberts@live.co.uk
For further information about the Weekend e.g accommodation, cost…
contact David Garner on 0161 434 4984 or david.garner@me.com

mailto:SteveRoberts@live.co.uk
mailto:david.garner@me.com


~ Fancy a short stay in the Lake District? ~ 

THE UPPER ROOM 
 -HAWKSHEAD HILL BAPTIST CHAPEL 

Lake District 
 

There is no set fee, but we suggest a minimum donation of £20  
per person, per night. 

For bookings or more information please contact Andrew & Kath Dodd 
on 015394 36451, or kath.dodd@btinternet.com, or visit 

www.hawksheadhillbaptistchurch.org.uk 
For local info: www.hawkshead-village.co.uk 

 

The accommodation comprises: upstairs - a guest room with 
double bed, desk & 2 easy chairs; downstairs - kitchen, 

shower room, toilet. There is a CD/radio/tape/MP3 player 
plus internet access (but no TV) in the guest room.  

We regret the accommodation isn’t suitable for children or pets 

Guests are free to make use of the adjoining 
chapel, as well as the chapel grounds. Seats are 
scattered around the grounds and can be found 
in the graveyard, in the poustinia (prayer 
place), and in the summerhouse which is sited 
near an outdoor baptistry. 
There are easy walks from the chapel, and we 
are near Tarn Hows (a famous beauty spot).  
 

We offer self catering accommodation to 
those who feel they might benefit from a 
short stay (usually no more than a week) 
in a Christian environment. The chapel is 
situated in the heart of the Lake District 
on the B5285, 1 mile from Hawkshead, 

and near to Tarn Hows. 
 

 



~ David Goodbourn Annual Lecture  
‘Sweet Charity’ ~ 

Tuesday 30th April, 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm at Luther King House

Charities, of which there are many and varied, have come 
under increasing scrutiny in recent times. This lecture will 
focus on their capacity or otherwise to bring about social 
justice whether by ‘incremental’ or ‘structural’ change. The 
role of faith and theology in doing so will also be 
considered.

Luther King House and The Centre for Theology and 
Justice are delighted to welcome Michael H Taylor to speak 
at our annual David Goodbourn lecture. Michael is 
Emeritus Professor of Social Theology at the University of 
Birmingham, former Director of Christian Aid and past 
Principal of Northern Baptist College.
Refreshments from 7pm, followed by the lecture at 7.30pm

There is no charge for this event, but it would be helpful to 
have some idea of numbers, so please let us know if you 
hope to attend.

For further details, and to register your interest in attending, 
please contact Luther King House by e-mail or by 
telephone on 0161 249 2504.



Talking to Each Other ~ 
If you would like to comment on any of the articles in this magazine 
and so start a discussion or if you would care to write an article for us 
on a topic of your choosing such contributions would be welcome. 
Please send them by email to alan.redhouse@virgin.net or by post to 
The Editor, Christward, Union Chapel Fallowfield, 2b Wellington Road, 
Fallowfield, Manchester, M14 6EQ.
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