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~ Poems from the Ukraine~ 
Some poems from our family Whatsapp, translated from Russian by 
Margarita, Vic’s mum. She remains in Kiev, with Slava her husband. 
Rita is such a resilient and courageous person, and she loves and 
finds much sustenance in poetry. She feeds us too. Andy
 
First a new year message, this year.
Оuŕ dear and beloved relatives Happy New Year to you! 
We wish you to meet the new year with a joyful mooď 
and that it does not leave  
you all next year. 
Most importantly, good health, happiness and love  
for the whole world around  
you. 
And that we meet in the new year. 
With love Rita&Slava xxx❤  
Special congratulations to  
Marion.xxx❤  

From last year:
Not the power to remember, but its very opposite, the power to 
forget, is a necessary condition for our existence. Sholem Asch.
 
From Autumn 2022:  

Oh, mournful season that delights the eyes! 
Your farewell beauty captivates 
my spirit. 
I love the pomp of 
Nature's fading dyes, 
The forests, 
garmented in gold  
and purple, 
The rush of noisy 
wind, and the pale  
skies 

http://marion.xxx/


Half-hidden by the clouds in darkling  
billows, 
And the rare sun-ray and the early frost, 
And threats of grizzled Winter, heard and lost. 

 
Alexander Pushkin 1833. 
I love all. 
_________  
while Jess was in hospital, in 2020:
 
Jessica, I think you like poetry. I am sending you a poem by the 
Russian poet Aphanasius Fet.: 
 

I have come to you to cheer  
And to tell that sun has risen.  
That its blatant light so sheer  
Trembles leaves without reason; 
Just to tell that grove's awaken  
All in all in each of branches.  
With the birds whose wings are shaken  
In a thirst for spring that launches. 
Like in past with same desire  
I have come in repetition  
In a soul I'm so inspired  
To fulfil the highest mission. 
I just wish you'll be aware  
Of a mirth that's in the air.  
Of this song I wrote with care  
To become your sunlight glare. 

 
Another version, from the internet.  
 

I have come to you with greetings 
To tell you the sun has risen, 
To say that its burning light 
Through the leaves has sent a flutter; 

 
To say that the woods have waked, 



Every corner, and every twig, 
Every bird has taken wing  
Full of appetite for spring; 

 
To say I have come again  
Full of passion, just like yesterday, 
To tell you my soul is ready 
To serve happiness and you; 

 
To tell you that all around  
Gaiety is wafting on me, 
To tell you I really don't know  
What I'll sing, — but that a song is coming. 

I know which version I prefer.
Andy Howes

~ Progress comes with Movement ~ 
from our service on Sunday 4th December 2022

Matthew 3:1-12 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah 
spoke when he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'“ Now John 
wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, 
and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, and they were baptised by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees 
and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We 
have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from 
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 



good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. "I baptise you with 
water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and 
he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
Luke 3 10-14
And  the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he 
said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who 
has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even tax-
collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what 
should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should 
we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’
Comment on John the Baptist:
John the Baptist’s message was quite clear; repent, change your 
behaviour, be honourable, kind and generous.  This was also at the 
core of the teaching of Jesus, and although he placed a greater 
emphasis on belief in God and on faith in Jesus himself, you can’t 
say that doctrine played much of a part in Jesus’ ministry.  There is 
no record of Jesus baptising anyone with water, and in the very 
early days of the Church the basic entry route to becoming a 
member of the group of followers of Jesus was to repent and be 
baptised in His name.  But it didn’t take long for disputes about what 
you had to believe, or at least assent to, because who knows what 
anyone else really believes, to arrive on the scene, and within a 
couple of generations the Christian community was riven with 
disputes about the “right” answers to what are really unanswerable 
questions. Often the theology we take as the traditional standard 
had been fiercely and sometimes violently debated before being 
settled, but Christianity appears to be an inherently schismatic 
religion.  Reading histories of the development of our religion, one 
does sometimes feel that nothing was too trivial to fall out about, 
and as is generally the way with people, the more minor and 
abstruse the area of disagreement, the higher the feelings seemed 
to run.  



I recently came across a church trust deed which doesn’t mention 
repentance as a criterion, but does set out four compulsory 
doctrines to be signed up to by all future worshippers on the 
premises.  Here they are; not, in my view, well written - point 3 
seems to cram in rather a lot for one item.

The Compulsory Doctrines (14th October 1929)
1. The divine inspiration of the Holy Scriptures and their sole 
authority and entire sufficiency as the rule of faith and practice
2. The unity of God with the proper Deity of the Father of the Son 
and of the Holy Ghost
3. The Atonement and intercession of Jesus Christ the fall and 
corruption of man salvation by Grace through the meritorious 
sacrifice of Christ and the regeneration and sanctifying work of the 
Holy Spirit
4. The two ordinances instituted by Christ namely Believers (sic) 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

Is everybody happy with these compulsory doctrines?  The people 
outside Manchester don’t have to be, and I’m sure that the locals 
have already worked out that these come from the main trust deed 
for the site of Union Chapel.  The property is to be used as a place 
of public religious worship by people who hold these doctrines.  I 
wonder where this formulation came from?  Was it a general 
statement of Baptist beliefs, or the work of the then Principal of the 
Baptist College in Rusholme, Rev Henry Townsend, who was one of 
the first trustees?  Are they supposed to be obvious, or are they 
carefully crafted to define the congregation against others?  I was 
particularly struck by the second part of the first one – the sole 
authority and entire sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures as the rule of 
faith and practice.  Yes, of course, the cry of Sola Scriptura – 
Scripture alone – dates back to the earliest days of the Reformation 
and the split of the Protestants from the Catholic Church.  It was a 
rejection of the authority of the Pope and various of the traditions 
that had built up over the centuries.  But the “sole authority and 
entire sufficiency” wording is not only a rejection of Catholicism – 
which was in 1929  and still is well represented in Manchester – but 
also of the Anglican and Methodist understandings, which allow for 



faith and practice to be influenced by other factors like tradition, 
reason and experience. There doesn’t seem to be space here for 
anything which was outside the scope of the Bible, at a time when 
the world was changing radically.  
The Equal Franchise Act 1928 had given women the same voting 
rights as men; women were starting to enter the professions.  In my 
own line of work, the first women solicitors were admitted in 1922. 
 Commercial air travel was becoming more common.  The 
Darwinian theory of evolution was pretty well established – was the 
Genesis account of creation a matter of faith, or practice, or 
neither?   Were these trustees actually a forward-looking group just 
using traditional wording, or a more reactionary set of men (the six 
1929 trustees were all men) trying to say that whatever happened 
during the week, Sundays should stay the same?  What would 
those original trustees think if they came back now?  The question 
is not really, how would they cope with multicultural Manchester and 
the concerns of our day such as transgender issues if they 
reappeared with their 1929 personalities, but what would they think 
if they lived among us for a while, and engaged thoughtfully with the 
changes and problems that they never envisaged back then? 
 Would they dig their heels in, rally round their formulation and expel 
most of the rest of us?  Or would they try to embrace the changes 
and want to rephrase their original formulation?
Too often religious belief is associated with intransigence, and 
failure to engage with the outside world can be presented as the 
morally right option.  About 500 years before the time of John the 
Baptist, the Greek philosopher Heraclitus wrote, “no man ever steps 
in the same river twice, for it’s not the same river and he’s not the 
same man”.  The river flows on, the man grows and changes with 
experience.  At a current meeting of the Book Group we looked at 
the Didache, a sort of handbook for the early Church written within 
100 years of the death of Jesus, which specifies that baptisms 
should take place in running water where possible.  This seems 
likely to be to echo the baptisms carried out by John in the river 
Jordan.  But perhaps they also knew that stagnant water is not 
healthy, and wanted to signify that progress comes with movement.

Gwyneth Heritage Roberts



~ New Year Thoughts ~ 
 
In our recent Zoom service Gwyneth quoted from the 1929 Trust 
Deeds for our buildings. [see above – Ed]  The same Trust Deeds 
also says:

”... if  at any time the membership of the said Church 
shall fall below twelve registered members who 

have communed with the said Church at the 
Lord’s Table within the previous six calendar 
months ,…., then the Trustees shall stand 

possessed of the said land and premises…”

I don’t think I have seen more than 12 of us at any communion 
service I have attended in the last 6 months! Now I know there have 
been reasons and people have been away, and in total we may 
have reached 15 or so members over a 6 month period, but we are 
very close to that number our forebears 100 years ago thought was 
the minimum viable Church. I’m sure the BU Corporation does not 
have any interest in taking the site off us, any more than I think they 
are interested in whether we accede to the 100-year old wording of 
what we are supposed to believe. But it does make me think.
Firstly: what if we did lose our buildings? If we didn’t have the 
historic legacy of buildings and a formal Church structure and all 
that goes with it, what would we do? What if we, as a small band of 
a dozen or so had to start again? Some of us would mourn the loss, 
some of us might be relieved, all of us have memories associated 
with the place. Would we simply go our separate ways? Or would 
we want to continue to meet together? And if sufficient of us wanted 
to continue, would we want to try to recreate what we have now or 
would we organise ourselves in a different way and do different 
things? Answers on a postcard to the Editor! I think it is worth 
pondering – what would we want if given a clean slate?
Secondly: in simpler times the wisdom of our forefathers (yes they 
were all men!) was that 12 was the minimum number of members 
for a viable Church running a set of buildings. That was without the 
additional burdens of charity regulation and assumed the premises 



were for the sole use of the Church. We have to start to face up to 
the fact that we are now very small, just above that 12. As I have 
argued before (and to which I have had precious little response) we 
are probably below the limit of viability to do what we are currently 
doing, and there is little chance of anything other than a further 
decrease over the next few years. 
This is not our fault; we are victims of demographics and the rise of 
more fundamentalist alternatives to the faith we have. But we do 
need to be thinking and talking about how we adjust to being a 
small group, what we need to stop doing, how we can re-imagine 
our meeting together to be appropriate for our size rather than a 
1950’s tribute act*, if we can still do something worthwhile together. 
Should we be seeking partnerships? Merging? 
Someone has said we have 5 years life left as a Church – I put it 
between 2 and 10 depending how lucky we are. We need to be 
thinking of what happens next, how we manage this phase of our 
life. Or do we keep our heads in the sand and await the inevitable 
messy collapse?
* I am of course referring here to the Hymn-Prayer sandwich format 

we grew up with which was designed and appropriate for 
that time with congregations in the hundreds and which still 
is the basis for many of our gatherings.

After writing this I came across an article by our old friend Ben 
Whitney who reflects on some similar issues in a national, and 
Anglican, context:

https://www.ben-whitney.org.uk/app/download/5813451143/
DOING+CHURCH+DIFFERENTLY.pdf

Worth a read.
Steve Roberts

I'm looking forward to receiving all the postcards containing your 
answers to the question 'what would we want if given a clean slate?'

Editor

https://www.ben-whitney.org.uk/app/download/5813451143/DOING+CHURCH+DIFFERENTLY.pdf
https://www.ben-whitney.org.uk/app/download/5813451143/DOING+CHURCH+DIFFERENTLY.pdf


~ Minutes of the Church Meeting,  
Sunday, November 20th 2022 

held at Union Chapel ~ 
 Present
Nicola Hamilton, Margaret Garner, Andy Howes, Steve Roberts, 
Gwyneth Heritage Roberts, Geoff Walker, Carole Walker, Brenda 
Marston, Susan Kelly, Enid Welford, David Garner, Lorna 
Richardson.
Chair:  Andy Howes,  Minutes: David Garner
 
 Apologies: Alan and Margaret Redhouse.
 
1 Minutes of previous meeting
The Minutes were approved after a correction to the date of the 
next meeting, now the 3rd Sunday in the month.

2 Matters Arising: – none.
 
3 CIO update: - Gwyneth reported that: 
a) We now have a registered charity and number. But we have 
operations of church to transfer – bank, HMRC, insurance etc. We 
will not acting as a new organisation until the transfer has been 
signed off by the deacons. Also Charity Commission consent is 
required (GHR has form to send). Hoped for completion by 
February 2023.
b) The Next Steps sheet lists what needs doing, available on 
request (already with current deacons).
There is a decision to make about closing the existing church – 
there may be gifts to the existing church organisation that we do not 
know about in peoples’ wills. Gifts might fail if the existing church no 
longer “exists”, so we need to consider this. Attention is needed to 
the bank account set up and hand over. Gwyneth will answer 
questions as arise during changeover.
 



4 Letting organiser – Lorna
Documentation has been circulated (N.B. that circulated document 
is now superseded, having been revised by Lorna after consultation 
with Gwyneth) prior to seeking approval for the Lettings Committee 
to go ahead to appoint someone to post.
Comments: 
Clarify that it is part of the Administrator’s job to ensure rents are up 
to date. Clarify that very occasional weekend working may be 
required.
The advert should omit pension as part of package (below 
threshold).
Holiday timing should be to allow cover by a member of the lettings 
committee.
Appointment 12 months initially
Clarity safeguarding wording.
Proposal: To accept documentation, and proceed towards 
advertising and appointing Lettings Administrator.
Passed 10, 1 abstention, none against
The rent will rise from January 2023 from £15 to £17 per hour for 
the larger rooms.
 
5. Church Weekend - David
It was agreed to book Rydal Hall for 2024. 21 to 23 June.
 
Structure of weekend for 2023.

Should there be lighter organised content or pre pandemic amount 
of content?

Comments
Lighter content enables all ages to have more time with children. 
Morning prayers played a more significant part. Option to use 
silence. 
Some members were missing a fuller programme with prepared 
content.

http://www.apple.com/uk


It was noted that the missionary presentation on Friday evening this 
year was a focus for the weekend. Agreed to refer to deacons. 
Invitation to all to say what we could talk about/look at.
 
6 Lent series - Gwyneth
Lent is early next year, 2023. The Lent Series this year was on the 
life of Jesus seen through art (Alan).  February saw the start of war 
in Ukraine.
It was agreed to have a Lent Series in 2023. The following points 
were discussed:
Should the series be Online or in chapel? Online was favoured with 
Wed/Thur being probable meeting days.
What should be the Programme?
Towards something to focus on more, and less discussion?
Invitation to suggest ideas on content/theme – please tell Alan or 
Gwyneth soon.
 
Any Other Business.
Christmas tree, Lorna will get one from Broadbottom, Steve &  
Gwyn will transport, David will erect.

The Christmas card has been printed.
 
Banner. Proposed to go on current large outdoor noticeboard giving 
details or services and a greeting. Go with a short term poster to 
cover Christmas.
 
Meeting closed with a sung Alleluia.
 Note: during the meeting the cost of the 2024 weekend was given 
as £100 per night; this should have been given as £130 per night, 
£260 for the weekend.



~ A   Miscellany of Photographs ~

The Slough of Despond

next to the

the
 Celestial  Chapel



Do pets really resemble their owners?

In which Union Chapel households
do you think these pets reside?



What is it about mud when it comes 
to hippopotami and children?

It's not only policemen who 
seem to me to be getting 
younger!



 

 

 

 

Inviting groups and friends of the Union Chapel 
Community to an early Spring community evening   

 

 

A relaxing evening 
of food, drink, music and conversation 

 

6.00-9.00 pm on Saturday 11th Feb 
Union Chapel, 2b Wellington Road, M14 6EQ  

 

It’s free – food will be provided - please 
feel free to bring a dish if you wish 

 

There will be an opportunity during the evening to 
donate to the work of our local Foodbank. 

 

Please contact Andy at ajhowes_@hotmail.com or text 07970 598419 if 
you can provide some musical or other accompaniment to the evening 



 
  

A RETHINK FOR THE 

BMS STAMP BUREAU 
  
The notice in Issue 54 of the Engage magazine, which came out in August, reported the closure of 
the BMS Stamp Bureau.  However it was a little premature! 
  
A new volunteer member has come forward to work in the Stamp Bureau and a new model has been 
devised on how the Stamp Bureau will operate. 
  
The main difference is that the Stamp Bureau will no longer ask supporters to send in stamps cut off 
their incoming mail.  These no longer contain many good stamps and are time-consuming to deal 
with. 
 
Anyone having such stamps can search the net for other charities which may accept them. 
  
The BMS Stamp Bureau will still accept donations of stamp collections and related items, postcards, 
cigarette cards and similar small cards, coins, notes, medals, badges and other small 
collectables.  These will be sold to raise funds for the work of BMS. 
  
From October, 2022, donations should be sent to: 
BMS Stamp Bureau, 6 Chapel Street, Norton Canes, 
Staffordshire, WS11 9NL.   
Enquiries from collectors wishing to purchase stamps or other items should also be sent to the same 
address.  General enquires to Richard Camp via:  mail@richardcamp.co.uk. 
  
See:   www.bmsworldmission.org/stamps for the latest information on the Stamp Bureau. 
  
  

Blessings to you all, 

Richard Camp. 
  
Richard Camp. 
  
Voluntary Executive, BMS Stamp Bureau, 
Notes,Coins and Misc. Sales.  
16 Severn Drive, Wellington, Telford, 
Shropshire.  TF1 3LQ.  Tele:  01952-405458 
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