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~ From the Minister’s Desk ~ 

This is my first article written from the seat of a moving train. I am 
on my way to Birmingham to attend a conference, travelling through 
the English countryside on a bright and sunny morning. I am 
travelling to the home of BMS World Mission, which is also relevant 
because the fodder for my reflections comes from the latest issue of 
Mission Catalyst which is an excellent quarterly journal produced by 
BMS. I would commend it to everyone, and an electronic copy can 
be found for free at www.bmsworldmission.org/catalyst.
This latest edition centres on the theme of Communion. I am aware 
that Union Chapel has been very generous and open in its 
approach to Communion, certainly since I arrived. I have not 
detected too much consternation as we have experimented with 
liturgy and symbolism and story-telling, invited the children not only 
to participate but also lead us, woven it in to the midst of our Easter 
Breakfast meal, gone a bit ‘high-church’ on Maundy Thursday and 
Christmas Eve, and even omitted the Lord’s Prayer from 
proceedings. When I was updating our website some time ago I 
needed a phrase which would summarise our approach to 
Communion, and I settled on the fairly general ‘anyone who is 
aware of the significance of this event is welcome to participate with 
us’. This seemed a safe way of navigating between the desire to be 
inclusive, whilst still indicating that there is something special about 
what we were doing. I imagined at some point that we might spend 
some time talking about it, but it doesn’t seem to have come up yet 
– which is an even better reason to begin some reflections here.
Most of the debates about Communion seem to revolve around two 
issues – the nature of the event, and who can participate. Being a 
Christian, protestant, Baptist, or even a member of Union Chapel – 
none of these things ensure that our views on either of these issues 
are consistent. Some will base their views on theological positions, 
some on cultural or societal norms, and sometimes practice just 
morphs over the years with no deliberate reflection at all. Whatever 
it might be, there are some good questions that we might want to 
consider.



Firstly, what is going on during Communion? This invites us to 
explore our understanding of sacrament; what happens to us and 
the elements during the ritual. I would imagine that many of us 
accept the poignancy of bread and wine as symbols, together with 
words that help us re-imagine a significant moment in our Christian 
faith. Some of us might go further and talk about the blessing of 
those symbols, the proper order and dignity of the rite, and even the 
holiness of the process. I have not met many in our tradition who 
would go as far as the Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation (bread 
and wine actually transformed into Christ’s body and blood), but on 
the other hand it might still have something important to offer us.
Richard Rohr, a Franciscan Catholic, explains that the doctrine 
arose from a philosophical movement in the 13th century. Whilst it is 
not gospel and should not be imposed by the church, he maintains 
that it was an attempt to take incarnation seriously. Rohr reasonably 
states that ‘the physical world is the revelation place of God’ and 
describes this as his personal belief in ‘Real Presence’ – God’s 
Spirit inhabiting our reality. It’s not that Real Presence is not to be 
found in any other situation, but that during significant moments like 
Communion, it is distilled into one moment.
What about us? Well Walter Brueggemann (theologian) urges us to 
‘recover the public political economic significance without engaging 
in liturgical magic’. Which is a great way of saying that it’s not about 
supernatural wizardry, but an opportunity to create communities of 
trust and sharing, based on the belief that God inspires abundance 
in a world preoccupied with scarcity. It is relational and subversive, 
reinforcing our sense of belonging and purpose.
This brings us nicely on to the subject of participation. Our society 
has, rightly in many ways, come to see inclusion as a universally 
good thing – but does theological reflection lead to the same 
conclusion? If we consider the life of Jesus then it seems clear that 
it does. Anthony Clarke (a Baptist tutor) explains that gospel writers 
deliberately included so many descriptions of Jesus’ shared meals 
so that they could draw attention to the dodgy company he kept. His 
radical departure from expected social behaviour needed to be 
highlighted and appreciated; he built no fences around table 
fellowship. In other instances of food sharing, especially the 



miraculous ones, Jesus’ provision of abundant food (and wine) was 
open to anyone who happened to be around – God’s Kingdom 
provision was for all.
Well that might be fine, but what if we take this thought process a 
stage further? If a crucial part of Jesus’ life and ministry was to 
invite the poor and crippled, the tax collectors and unclean, to a 
shared feast – perhaps that is what he had in mind for Communion? 
Imagine if we could take the significance of our bit of bread and 
thimbles of juice on a Sunday, and transfer the meaning and spirit 
into shared meal with friends and neighbours and even strangers. 
Imagine the liturgy we might have to adapt, imagine the theological 
questions it might raise, imagine the fun we might have! There is 
also the chance that this kind of exploration might change the way 
we view the things we already do. How much Communion-likeness 
is there in our monthly church lunches, or in the work of the Food 
Bank?
I hope that these ideas might provoke some interesting 
conversations. In fact I’m almost sure they will, because not only is 
Communion the subject of my locomotive desk this issue, but it has 
also been worked on by Junior Church over previous weeks. This 
means that there are some interesting results of the surveys they 
have been undertaking in later pages of this magazine, and it will 
also manifest in the first all-age service of this cycle. So, after all 
this, perhaps I might be able to update the website with something 
a bit more inspiring, and even perhaps something a little less safe?

Ian Geere

~ Snippets of Hebrew  - And it came to pass! ~ 
One of the Bible’s favourite words is “and”! This is especially 
noticeable in the first chapter of Genesis, but it is also used in 
nearly all other narrative texts as well. It is almost always used to 
start a sentence, but it does often appear in the middle of a 
sentence.
In Genesis we see: And God said Let there be light, and there was 
light. And God called the light day. And God made …. And God 
said….  And God saw….



And on and on it goes! Why is this one might wonder?
It is not a lack of imagination on the part of the translators; they are 
being faithful to the text. It is not even a lack of imagination on the 
part of the writers. Even though there is a shortage of prepositions 
and conjunctions in Hebrew, there is more to it than that to explain 
the repeated use of “and”.
To digress a little. There are two tenses in Hebrew verbs, the 
Perfect, which denotes completed action, and the Imperfect, which 
denotes incomplete action. Neither of these tenses is necessarily 
linked to time. The Perfect may refer to an action to be completed in 
the future, or the Imperfect may refer to an action which was not 
completed in the past. This makes story telling tricky!
When an Imperfect verb which has the prefix “and”, is used, it 
signifies that each of the actions so described is in a sequence. The 
sequence may be a chronological sequence, or a logical sequence. 
Any narrative text in which it occurs is also understood to be in the 
past tense, and is often referred to as “narrative past tense”. 
In this particular grammatical form, the Hebrew specifically puts the 
narrative events into a sequence. The signal is the And prefix to the 
Imperfect verb. So the “and” could be taken to mean “next”, “after” 
or “then”. The “and” is really indicating the next action in the 
sequence. We are therefore not at liberty to imagine that the events 
described may have happened in a different order. The repeated 
use of And in the King James Version is a big hint that the Hebrew 
is stating that there is a sequence to be conveyed, and the 
sequence is important.
One verse where this offers clarity about the author’s intended 
meaning is in Gen 6 verse 11 when it says “The earth also was 
corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence”.
It might be thought that the “earth was filled with violence as well as 
corruption”.
But the author’s intention is to portray the sequential aspect of the 
text, so that this should be read as “The earth also was corrupt, and 
consequently it was filled with violence”.
For those who cannot wait to ask, this verb form is called a 
Wayyiqtol!

Geoff Walker



~ From the Archives ~ 
A month or so ago, Eileen came across the lists of those involved in 
the running of Union Chapel Oxford Road Sunday School in 1915, 
exactly one hundred years ago. (See below) There were 18 



teachers in the main main Department, 9 in the Junior Department 
and 11 in the Primary Department. Assuming a conservative 
estimate of half a dozen pupils per class, the total number of 
students must have been well over a hundred. This would be 
consistent with a total congregation of a thousand who regularly 
attended services in the Oxford Road building opposite Whitworth 
Park.*These numbers reflect the immense role the church played in 
the social life of the population a century ago.

A reminder of those times is the First World War memorial mounted 
on the wall near the entrance of our present church which bears the 
names of 72 men connected with the church who were killed in that 
war. One of the person listed A. Andrews, is likely to have been the 
Alfred Andrews, who was still teaching in the Primary Sunday 
School in 1915. (See the list) This brings home the fact that many 
families, like my own, had relatives involved in that conflict.

At first sight, the above numbers contrast markedly with the size of 
our church today. However, on reflection, despite the small 
congregation, our current, more modest buildings are host to 
hundreds of people during the week. When you count the much 
loved, more than a dozen types of adult education classes, the 
theatre and dance school which has been running for 20 years, the 
African drummers, the Embroiderer’s Guild, Open Tuesday, the 
recently opened Food Bank, the Hebron Pentecostal Church and 
the many smaller groups meeting here it shows that the church 
continues to develop in ways that are appropriate to the present 
age.

Just as Union Chapel Oxford Road was a centre for the social life of 
its neighbourhood a hundred years ago so Union Chapel Fallowfield 
still plays a vital role in our community.

Ted Land



~ Interviews with Junior church members ~ 
These are interviews carried out by Isobel Earnshaw.

Jess 

What is your favourite thing about Junior church?

It is nice when we have fun.
 
Is there anything you would like to add or improve?

We could get a new sofa because our old one makes you sink 
down!

Anna 

What is your favourite thing about Junior church?

I enjoy the plays we perform.

Is there anything you would like to add or improve?

No I think Junior church is great as it is.

Nathan 

What is your favourite thing about Junior church?

I really like it when we get to play outside.

Is there anything you would like to add or improve?

Maybe we could learn different languages.



Isobel 

What is your favourite thing about Junior church?

I really like it when Junior church takes part in the family 
service.

Is there anything you would like to add  or improve?

It would be nice to do more activities outside of church 
together.

[If you want to see the full colour version see this issue of 
Christward on the Church website. Ed]

~ Junior Church Communion Survey ~ 

As part of a series of sessions on Communion Junior Church 
decided to ask members of the congregation about the reasons 
they come to Communion and also what they think about during 
Communion.
We asked people to consider the statements:
I come to Communion because:

the Church says I must
it is a Christian’s duty
Jesus told his disciples to do it
I’ve always gone to Communion
it is a way of witnessing to others

Respondents were asked whether they strongly agreed, agreed, 
disagreed or strong disagreed with each of the above statements



Next they were given the statements
Communion is a chance for me to think about:

the death of Jesus
what Jesus has done for me
the life of Jesus
the things I need forgiveness for
my oneness with other members of the congregation

Respondents were asked whether they thought about each subject 
a lot, a bit, not really.
People were also given the opportunity to mention any things not 
covered above.
We managed to get 29 people to complete the survey form and 
here are some of our findings.
Combining the ‘strongly disagree’ and ‘disagree’ categories we find 
unsurprisingly that 94% of the congregation disagreed with the 
statement ‘I come to communion because the Church says I must.’
This falls to 70% when the reason changes to ‘it is a Christian’s 
duty’ and down again to 31% when the reason becomes ‘because 
Jesus told his disciples to do it.’
Perhaps a little disturbingly 73% go to communion because they’ve 
‘always gone to communion’ and the congregation is split 55% 
(agree) to 45% (disagree) about coming to communion because ‘it 
is a way of witnessing to others.’

Looking at what people think about during communion there are two 
big topics. 71% of people think a lot about ‘the life of Jesus’ and 
71% think a lot about their ‘oneness with other members of the 
congregation’. This compares with 51%, 63% and 54% of people 
thinking a lot about ‘the death of Jesus’, ‘what Jesus has done for 
me’, and ‘the things I need forgiveness for’ respectively.

People come to Communion mainly because Jesus told us to come. 
When we come to planning a communion service we should 



perhaps take into account that people want a service where they 
have time to think about the life of Jesus and also an opportunity to 
engage with their other members of the congregation.

Alan Redhouse

~ Fallowfield & Withington Food Bank ~ 
The Summer Tesco collection clashes this year with our very own 
Church weekend. However, worry not, as Burnage Food Bank have 
agreed that our Food Bank will collect on Thursday 2nd July from 
8am -10pm and Friday 3rd July from 8am-12 noon (so that those 
planning to go on the Church weekend can get a quick getaway!)

I am obviously looking for volunteers who can help on either day 
usually for a 2 hour slot but any time you can give will be much 
appreciated, to use the Tesco Catchphrase every little helps!

The following weekend Sunday 12th July will be the grand 
weighing, dating and sorting of the food we have collected. 
However this will take place at WITHINGTON METHODIST 
CHURCH AT 12.30PM, lunch will be provided.

Please do let me know if you can help.
Colin

~ News of the Family ~ 

We send our best wishes and congratulations to Rose Bell who 
has just become a great grandmother. We hope her great grand 
daughter has a long, happy and healthy life.

Hilda Linton is still at Longford Care home where she continues to 
receive first class care. She enjoyed being at Church on Easter 
Sunday and sends her best wishes to everyone.



~ Minutes of the Church Meeting  
of Union Chapel Fallowfield (Baptist)  
held on Sunday 15th March 2015  

at 11.20am.~ 
Present: Ian Geere (chair), Gwyneth Heritage Roberts, Margaret 
Garner, David Garner, Margaret Redhouse, , Harry Fleming,  
Rachel Scott,  Andy Howes, Irene Roberts,  Eileen Land, Geoff 
Walker, Carole Walker, Beryl Dykes, Veronica Moreno, Owen 
Jones, Carmen Bowman, Gwen Mattock, Nicola Hamilton, Michael 
Welford

Apologies: Margaret Edmonds, Colin Marchbank-Smith, Enid 
Welford, Steve Roberts; and Alan Redhouse (with children)

The Minutes of the January 2015 meeting (in current magazine) 
were approved. 

Matters Arising and Notification of AOB:  None.

1. Heating 
The Chapel Heating Boiler has stopped working.  It is 20 years 
old and is not repairable.  It is an oil-fired boiler, and to replace it 
with another oil-fired boiler would be relatively simple.   The only 
practical alternative is to replace it with a gas boiler.  This will 
necessitate the laying of a new gas supply pipe through the car 
park.  The combined cost of the pipe plus a new gas boiler 
would be substantially more expensive than simple replacement 
with an oil fired boiler. However gas is cheaper than oil, even at 
present, and the extra costs should be repaid in about 7 years.  
Gas is also more environmentally friendly than oil, and there 
would be the added benefit that we could then have a gas 
cooker in the Chapel kitchen, which would be more robust than 
the electric cookers.  It will probably take a few months to 
arrange for the gas pipe to be laid as this must be done by the 
main suppliers, but the warm weather is now coming.  We are 



not currently in a position to pursue any long-term sustainable 
options.  Gwyneth HR cautioned against allowing expenditure 
on this to colour any future discussions on potential 
redevelopment.  The Meeting resolved to accept the 
recommendation of the Fabric Committee to install a gas pipe 
and gas boiler.  The Fabric Committee were asked to proceed to 
obtain quotes for the work.

2. Linton House – This item concerns the future of Linton House 
and the full minute may be obtained by members on application 
to the Church Secretary 

3. Frequency of Church Meetings.  We have a lot of things to 
talk about at the moment which merit careful consideration.  To 
take decisions which are binding on the Church, a formal 
Church Meeting is needed.  Agreed that we should have Church 
Meetings monthly while the business requires them.

Date of Next Meeting: 26th April 2015
The Meeting closed with a sung blessing at 12.06pm

~ Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  
of Union Chapel Fallowfield (Baptist)  

held on Sunday 8th June 2014  
at 11.20am.~ 

Present: Ian Geere (chair), Gwyneth Heritage Roberts, Eileen 
Land, Ted Land, Leonie Earnshaw, Margaret Edmonds,  Irene 
Roberts, Harry Fleming, J’ Andrea Hood, Steve Roberts, Andy 
Howes, Nicola Hamilton, Margaret Garner, Michael Welford, Rachel 
Adebagbo, Carole Walker, Geoff Walker, Julie Bryce, Colin 
Marchbank-Smith, Hilda Linton, Margaret H & Fay McC



Apologies: Alan Redhouse, Margaret Redhouse, Owen Jones, 
Gwen Mattock; David Garner & Enid Welford (preparing lunch), 
Sarah Geere & Rachel Scott (looking after children)

Annual Report

New format of AGM this year as a written Annual Report has 
already been circulated and the meeting looked back on the year 
following the sequence in which matters appeared in the Annual 
Report, and commenting on the relevant sections of the Report.

Aims  - several people felt that being welcoming is a strength of the 
church.  The Aims section generally strikes about the right balance.

Organisation – thanks to last year’s Deacons listed in the report for 
all the time and energy they have put into the church.

Minister’s Report – thanks to Ian for everything he has done as 
our minister during the year.

Secretary’s Report – Michael W commented on the number of 
church members who are not with us week by week.  In terms of 
running our activities we are a smaller church than we appear to be 
on paper.

Election of Deacons – Nicola H, Leonie E, Andy H and Gwen M 
were all duly elected as Deacons.  Thanks to J’ H and Julie B for 
acting as tellers.  Nicola is eligible for a second consecutive term as 
she is Treasurer.

Nicola H was confirmed as Treasurer.

Gwyneth HR was confirmed as Secretary.

The Fabric Committee was confirmed as Ian G, Michael W, Eileen 
L, Harry F and David G.

Thanks to the Fabric Committee and officers for their work during 
the year.

The Safeguarding statement was read out by Margaret G.  We no 
longer need formal Advocates for the children.  It is a shared 
responsibility extending to all the congregation, not only members.  
Enough people have been CRB checked for there to be always one 



person who has been checked with the children.  Anyone else who 
is happy to be checked should make this known to Ian G or 
Gwyneth HR who are the verifiers for the church.

O&A: the meeting acknowledged the vast amount of work which 
had been required to get O&A set up as an independent charity.  
Thanks in particular to Doug Macey.  In future there will be an 
occasion in each year when the O&A Committee come to talk to the 
church about their activities.

Junior Church: thanks to Alan R for all his effort and energy.  We 
are lucky to have such committed people working with the children.

Fabric: thanks again to the Fabric Committee, a lot of whose work 
is in stopping problems becoming obvious to the rest of us. 

Open Tuesday: this is felt to be an important part of the church’s 
programme.  There are a number of regular attenders who are not 
members of the congregation, some of whom join in leading 
activities.  The films are greatly appreciated.

Food Bank: this has now been open for a month and has had 14 
clients with a number of different issues.  The Food Bank is now 
able to make its own referrals.  Help will be needed with the Tesco 
collection on the first weekend in July.

Thanks expressed to Alan R and Lorna R for all their contributions 
to many different areas in the life of the church, including to Junior 
Church, Open Tuesdays and the Food Bank.

Accounts: These have now been independently audited and 
approved without amendment.  The significant improvement in the 
financial position since the previous year can be attributed to the fall 
in capital expenditure on Fabric together with an increase in the use 
of the premises and a substantial contribution from O&A.  The 
buildings are now pretty much full during the week.  It is pleasing to 
note the fall in the cost of energy used.  The meeting accepted the 
accounts and thanked the Treasurer.



Final Thoughts

It was acknowledged that the written report was not comprehensive.  
In particular there is no section on other users who are not part of 
O&A, who contribute a lot in terms of cash and care.  Thanks to 
Eileen L, Michael W and Margaret R for all their work with the 
users.

Agreed that going forward it is better to have the AGM in a 
separate slot from the regular church meeting.

Date of Next Annual General Meeting – Second Sunday in June 
2015

~ How does this place work? ~ 
Come to the get together

on Tuesday 5th May from 12.00pm to 1.30pm 
in the Small Hall at Union Chapel.

This will be an opportunity for all the people who use the Union 
Chapel buildings to come together and discover how this place 
works. You will be able to meet the others who are involved, 
network and share a buffet meal together.

We hope to see you there.

~ Talking to Each Other ~ 

If you would like to comment on any of the articles in this magazine 
and so start a discussion or if you would care to write an article for 
us on a topic of your choosing such contributions would be 
welcome. Please send them by email to alan.redhouse@virgin.net 
or by post to The Editor, Christward, Union Chapel Fallowfield, 2b 
Wellington Road, Fallowfield, Manchester, M14 6EQ.

Alan Redhouse
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