
Looking Ahead Bulletin No: 2 
This second session in our ‘Looking Ahead’ series tried to look beyond our church community to the 
wider area.  What goes on within a mile of Union Chapel and beyond? How much do we know about the 
make-up of the households in the Electoral wards nearest to the Church? How and when should people 
outside the congregation be involved in our ‘Looking Ahead’ discussions? 

We started with Worship in which we re-read the passage part of the passage on love from 1 Corinthians 
13 and re-affirmed:

As we stand, poised in the gateway….
Holy Wisdom, Spirit of new beginnings,
help us to let go and move on.

Where do we live?

Before getting to grips with the above questions took a snap shot of where the people in today’s 
congregation lived. The labels on the poster represent where one or more members of the congregation 
live.

With Union Chapel in the centre, the large black circle representing one mile from the church,Wilbraham 
Road running horizontally across the middle of the picture and Wilmslow Road vertically it becomes clear 
that most of the people present lived in the South East quadrant i.e. Withington, Didsbury East and 
beyond. Very few were resident North of Wilbraham Road i.e. in Rusholme, & most of Fallowfield , or on 
the Old Moat estate or towards Chorlton.

What goes on in our area?

When we looked at what was going on around Union Chapel the things mentioned included:
Owen’s Park Student campus and student activities generally, Food Bank, The Prince’s Trust offices, 
Leisure activities (swimming, allotments, parks[Platt Fields, Birchfield, Kingsway], Scouts, Guides, 
Whitworth Gallery etc), Christie Hospital, Luther King House, churches (Holy Trinity Platt, Platt Lane), 
Schools, Birchfield Community Centre, Withington Library, Withington Labour Party, Anson Residents, 
Probus, even a bakery and cafe but strangely not a civic society.



There must be a great deal more going on in the area but of those listed how many of the people present 
were involved with the various activities and institutions was not clear.

What kind of households surround Union Chapel?

We tried to build up a picture of the households around us by looking at some of the 2011 Census results 
for the Wards nearest to Union Chapel (Fallowfield, Rusholme, Old Moat, Withington & Didsbury East). 
We did this by looking at seven questions for the wards concerned:

1 For every 100 people how many are aged under 16?

2 What is the median age?

3 For every 100 households residences how many are owned with a mortgage or loan?

4 For every 100 people how many are Christian?

5 For every 100 people how many are Muslim?

6 For every 100 residents aged over 16 how many have a degree level qualification or above?

7 For every 100 households how many DO NOT have a car or van?

It is not possible in this Bulletin to present the answers to these questions but you can see them 
displayed on a notice board in the Chapel or can find out for yourself by going to:
http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/dvc147/index.html and entering a postcode for the 
area you are interested in.

Who uses our premises?

We tried to judge whether members of the congregation knew how many other groups used our premises 
regularly in addition to ourselves. Collectively we managed to build up a list

O&A and all its classes, Dance School, African Drummers, Narcotics Anonymous, Overeaters 
Anonymous, Hebron Pentecostal Church, Yoga, Pilates, Gloriana Choir, WEA, Embroiderer’s Guild, 
Coda, Trad Jazz, Opanka, Humpty Dumpty, Book Group, Libyan Group, SLAA, Jewellery Group, Music 
Makers, Opera Group, RIGPA, After Adoption, Chinese Brush Painting, Art groups, Exercise groups. 
Jordan/Palestine Society, non O&A language groups, Fallowfield Loop, Independent Living Skills etc

Group Discussion

In order to discuss the question ‘How and when should people outside the congregation be involved in 
our ‘Looking Ahead’ discussions?’ we split into two groups.

Although there was some discussion on the approach to local organisations the main discussion in both 
the groups centred on the current users of the buildings. There was a wide range of opinion on the 
question and points arising in discussion were:

• The church should be open to suggestions from other current users further down the line, but “we 
need to decide what we’re doing first” 

• A concern not to alarm the groups and make them think that there could be sudden changes in the 
near future. 

• Any communication to current users must not cause panic – any possible changes that might affect 
them are unlikely for the next couple of years 

http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/dvc147/index.html


• But we  do need to tell people where we're up to and various suggestions were made as to how this 
might be done:- start with baseline information giving - this might be done by emailing  leaders of 
independent groups with a copy of the Bullletin and a letter and asking them to share the information 
with their groups - O & A groups could be told by the Committee 

• Church membership has the responsibility for decisions about the building, because of its actual 
ownership of the site and its subsequent long term commitment – this is not the case for the other 
users 

• Invite anyone who wants further information/discussion  or wishes to get involved to meet with 
representatives from church. 

• The church must own the decisions about the future and this should underpin any consultation 

• Joint planning could only be possible with parties able to make formal commitments as partners – 
church should be open to suggestions for partnerships 

• Current users’ needs may change at any time – they might book elsewhere, or disband altogether – 
the church is free to take risks on this, but it has to be the church actively making a decision to do so 

• Those users who do have a sense of commitment will emerge 

• We in the church need to be aware that the organisation of buildings use cannot continue indefinitely 
as it currently does. The levels of input required are too great. We need to think about this and decide: 
that if  the church wishes to go on administering it, we need to raise money to pay to have it done or 
we need to ask the groups to raise money to pay to have it done 

The Box

At the first ‘Looking Ahead’ session we set up a box where anyone could post comments, ideas, visions 
etc about the task ahead and to help with the planning of the sessions. These can be anonymous. We 
also said that contributions could be put through the letter box of the church office or emailed to any 
member of the Looking Ahead group.

We have had some comments:

Consulting users : I think our definition of consultation will need to be clearer.

A time scale for the process we are undertaking would be useful.

We need to know where the users of our buildings come from. If we think of the activities that go on in 
our building as being drawn from (say) across South Manchester, then we paint quite a different picture 
and vision of what that might be – a beacon of sense for South Manchester sounds a much more 
inspiring vision than just another set of rooms to be used by the locals.

We ended with a hymn and blessing.
As we stand, gazing at the horizon
gathering strength and confidence to move forward….
Holy Wisdom, Spirit of new beginnings,
give us the courage to follow our dream.

The session was planned by the Looking Ahead Group, Ian Geere, Andy Howes, Gwen Mattock, Colin 
Marchbank-Smith, Alan Redhouse, Lorna Richardson. & Owen Roberts. Anyone else who is interested in 
joining should contact Ian.


