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Conception

Where the idea came from is a little shrouded in the mists of fime. Certainly Union Chapel (UCF)
had contact through the 60s with overseas students as members of the congregation and through
various hospitality schemes — there was a Baptist-run scheme to provide a home over the Christmas
vacation for example. The problems some of these students were having finding suitable
accommodation clearly motivated the desire to do something. Rev John Nicholson (Minister of UC)
and Rev Norman Jones (Area Superintendent of the Lancs and Cheshire Baptist Association, and
member of UCF) are the names associated with the conception of the idea, along with Joe Linton,
a West Indian activist and member of the congregation. It is interesting that although the idea must
have been discussed for some fime, there is no record of any discussions in the Church or Deacon’s
minutes before a firm proposal to draw up plans in Nov 1963

As John Nicholson put accommodation for overseas students was seen as "one of the most pressing
needs in our city... of especially married ones, whom the University cannot help"2. Later the need
was summarised in the first of several fundraising leaflets as follows: "Within the next twenty years
Manchester University and its associated colleges will have 25,000 students. The problem of finding
accommodation for these students will constitute a great problem, especially so far as the
coloured [sic] students are concerned. The most pressing problem will be for post-graduate married
students, especially for those with children. At present most of these are in the worst kind of
housing."

The Need

The need for Linton House can be gleaned from the stories of individuals who found it hard to get
decent accommodation when they came to this country. White landlords usually refused to rent
to black people, and they were driven to pay exorbitant rents to the landlords who made the most
of the situation. Rachel Adebagbo remembers joining her husband here when he had started his
studies. They lived in a single attic room in the heart of Moss Side. It was a cold and very bare room,
no carpet. There was a small round calor gas heater that provided very poor heat, and they had to
cook on this. Since it took ages to even boil a kettle, and had little income, the prospect was
bleak. There was no question of having a bath, and the only toilet had a lot to share it. The room
was dark and bleak and draughty. She was very shocked. Rachel was lucky because she
undertook her nursing training and a sympathetic matron ensured she could occasionally sleep in
comfort and have a proper wash. Later the church arranged for the whole family to live in a house
belonging to the McLaren Institute.

| recall going one Christmas day with Rosetta to visit a Ghanaian student who was paying an
exorbitant rent for a room in a house in Salford. He was working overnight to help pay the rent, and
to send some money home for his wife to join him. He got scarcely any sleep, and had to study
during the day. He was profoundly lonely, exhausted and became chronically depressed. The
need was not only for accommodation, but for community and for people who could interpret this
strange way of life to them.

Enid Welford

Overseas Students in the 60’s and 70’s

In the mid 1960s there were around 22,000 overseas students in Universities and technical collages
in the UK4 and some 2500 in Manchesters. The British Council summarised the situation in its report in
1967b in these words: "In 1966 seventy per cent of overseas students came from developing

! Deacons minutes Nov 1963.

2 John Nicolson Letter to members August 1964

3 L&CBHA leaflet describing proposal, date unknown

4 British Council Report 1966-7 p18

5 British Council recorded in Deacons Meeting Minutes Feb 1965




counfries. Many are largely or altogether unfamiliar on arrival with life in a northern European
counftry. For many it is an abrupt change into an entirely new way of life, although they are no
longer the pioneers they were in the early fifties. The whole affair is no longer novel. Facilities for
infroduction courses before departure from home or soon after arrival have improved. Receiving
organisations are more experienced. Where there is in Britain a large student community from their
own country, they will have friends of their own, and will probably have talked at home to others
who have preceded them. On the other hand, for a number of reasons, the problem of
accommodation has not become any easier. Moreover, overseas students are usually older than
the general run of British undergraduates. They may find it difficult fo fit in with British first year
students. These and other factors may make easy relationships with British students more difficult to
achieve." It was also becoming clear that the number of married students was increasing.

The shortage of suitable accommodation, particularly for married students was a recurring theme
through the British Council reports of the '70s 7,with their Overseas Student Welfare Expansion
Programme funding some 6000 hostel places between 1961 and 1973. In 1972 the British Council
Director commented “The number of overseas students in British universities continued to increase,
particularly in the older age group. For married students from overseas who arrived accompanied
by their families, the problem of finding suitable accommodation at a reasonable price was sfill
acute.”s

Getting started

The need was identified. UCF was worshipping in a modest building. Next to this was a sizeable plot
of land, owned by the church and destined to be the site of a proper church building to replace
the Oxford Road building which was destroyed in the war, with the existing (and present) building
becoming a home for the Sunday School. There were architects drawings...

Architects drawings of proposed Church building c 1960

6 British Council Report 1966-7 p26
7 E.g. British Council Report 1973-4, Directors Report
8 British Council Report 1971-2, Directors Report



Nevertheless, this was identified as a site for the new hostel, planning permission was obtained, and
the outline of a lease arrangement with NWBHA drawn up. For a number of members, to give up on
this dream was clearly going to be a wrench. And not everyone was in favour.

The deacons were clearly not unanimous, the first recorded discussion in November 1963 is blandly
recorded as “Use of land for proposed University Settlement: It was proposed that we give
permission for an architect to draw up plans for an overseas’ students’ hostel. This was passed with
one against”. The plan was first brought to a full Church Meeting in September 1964, without a
positive endorsement from the Diaconate who had agreed merely to “ask the meeting for a
lead™?. John Nicolson circulated a letter to all members in advance of the meeting:

UNION CHAPEL, FALLOWFIELD (BAPTIST)

August, 1964
Dear Friends,

The next Church Meeting on Monday, September 111th at 7.45 p.m. will have two
important items on the agenda, The July meeting when discussing the first of
them felt that a personal invitation should be given to each member to be
present.

Since then the deacons have decided another important matter should he
added to the agenda. Some months ago they received a proposal for building a
Hostel for Overseas Students on the piece of ground adjoining our present Church
building. Before bringing this to the Church meeting they asked for further
clarification of some of the practical and legal questions Involved, and the
enclosed memorandum contains the result of these discussions. The deacons feel
unable to make a recommendation to the Church on this proposal and are therefore
seeking guidance from the September Church meeting.

May I make a few comments on the proposal. Its aim is to help to meet one
of the most pressing needs in our city, that of accommodation for overseas
students, especially married ones, whom the University cannot help. (We know
from the experience of our own members from overseas what shocking conditions
come of them have to live in — such as coming out of a Maternity Hospital to a
house where the only bathroom is in the cellar). Our Church is being offered an
opportunity of furthering the mission of the World Church in a very practical
way, showing by deed as well as word that God cares for men of every race and
nation. The whole scheme moreover lays no further burden upon Union Chapel, save
that of the pastoral care of the students. Finance and administration would be
the responsibility of the Housing Association to whom we would lease the land
for 25 years. At the end of that period Union Chapel would be able to do what it
liked with the premises to meet whatever need might then exist. There is, I
imagine, no need for me to explain the proposed name of the building. Mr. Joe
Linton had given it his whole—hearted support on the diaconate, and it gives his
Church the opportunity of continuing his work.

I hope members will give both these subjects their prayerful interest before
September, and I shall be only too happy to discuss either of them with any of
you who may have queries.

Yours sincerely,

John F. V. Nicholson.

63 members attended the meeting (in contrast 20 and 29 members attended the November and
December meetings). Although there was also a proposal to create what become "“Pastorall
Deacons” it is hard to imagine that this was the reason behind the large attendance. "It was
proposed by Mr Tony Birch, seconded by Mrs Creer, that we go ahead with the plans. The deacons

? Deacons Minutes 28" July 1964




to keep the church informed. The proposal was passed with 46 in favour, 16 against and one
abstention.”10© According to an anonymous member’s diary, one member against said 'What on
earth will it be like with children playing out on a Sunday morning and nappies on the lineeg"!"

More serious matters of concern related to details of the lease and ownership arrangements, the
possibility of a need for a larger Church building, the impact on youth work and (yes really!) the
impact on the value of local property'2. Michael Welford is reported to propose finding a way to
canvas the neighbourhood!'3, but there is no record as whether anything took place! There are
however [unsubstantiated] reports of members contacting neighbours to raise opposition to the
proposal - not, it is said, out of racism or opposition to the concept, but to preserve the site for the
realisation of that dream building'4. Conversely, Union Chapel was seen as a source of support and
campaigning, and there do seem to have been planning objections from the neighbouring
community objecting to the likely presence of foreigners in a “respectable area like Fallowfield”. At
one stage it was noted that some of the objectors had names suggesting Jewish heritage,
objections that ceased after a visit to the local Rabbi from John Nicolson!5 — an early example of
effective inter-faith dialogue.

The L&CBA agreed to form a formal Housing Association around Nov 1964 6 who would lease the
land from the Church and build and run the Hostel. At that fime Housing Associations could call on
grants from local and national government agencies. Further discussions with the University took
place with it being noted that the need for hostels was necessary as married overseas students will
increase. The British Council had records of 2500 students from overseas studying in Manchester.!”

A lease of the land to the NWBHA was approved by the Church meeting in December 1965,
subject to subject to "the deacons being satisfied that the church is safeguarded"8. 9 months later
planning permission was obtained. It was hoped fo start work in April 196717, There was a delay due
to fears that proposed increases in student fees would reduce the need for accommodation?

Between July 1964 and 1968 there were discussions which proceeded at a pace typical of Baptist
organisations, concerning the nature of the lease of the land from UCF to the NWBHA. Whilst mostly
technical, there was a clear desire on both sides that Linfon House should be run independently of
the Church and not be a financial burden on the Church with much consideration of possible
eventualities should Linton House no longer be required as a student residence or equally the
Church should decide to move sites?!.

Meanwhile plans were drawn up and funding secured (see below). Despite the delays, in Nov
1969, the British Council stated that "the need for the Hostel is even greater than when the scheme
was first conceived'?2

Funding and fund-raising

The original estimated cost was £110,00028 which rose to £120,000 by the time Linton House was
completed and equipped?4. The British Council ran an *Overseas Students Welfare Expansion
Programme” (OSWEP) which had helped voluntary associations and universities to set up 150
residences and over 5,000 places for overseas students, their wives and children with funding of

10 Church Meeting minutes 14 Sept 1964

1" Quoted in Christward October 1994 "30 years ago”

12 Deacon's meeting minutes July 1964

13 Church Meeting minutes November 1964, December 1964
14 Verbal comments from MW/AR

15 David Nicholson email 14/11/16

16 Letter to Mr Grant

17 Deacons Minutes February 1965

18 Church Meeting minutes Dec 1965

19 CM minutes Sept 1966

20 CM minutes Feb 1997

21 Deacons meeting minutes Nov 964, Sept 1965, Dec 1965,, Feb 1966, March 1967, Nov 1967, Dec 1967, Feb 1968.
22 Christward - report of CM Nov 1969

2 NWBHA leaflet outlining project

24 NWBHA fund-rasing leaflet, Aug 1970



£3% million to the end of 197125, The British Council provided a large chunk of funding (£45,750)
along with a significant local Authority loan of £40 or 50 thousand. Appeals were made through
denominational and other interested organisations from 1966 onwards, including an appeal for the
£10,000 needed to furnish the building which allowed individuals to conftribute for such items as a
divan bed and mattress at £17, a carpet at £35; an electric stove at £37, a set of cutlery at £15 or a
table lamp for just £22¢.

By the time of the opening there was a sum of £4,000 that still needed to be raised. The programme
for the opening ceremony lists the donors as:

e The Gulbenkian Foundation

e The Skelton Bounty

e The Janes Trust

e The Reyner Trust

e The Baptist Union

e The Baptist Women's League (Lancs & Cheshire)
e The Baptist Missionary Society

e The American Bapfist Convention

e The Jamaica Government

e The Government of Ghana

e The Baptist Students Federation

e The British Council.

e The Manchester Education Committee

e The Yorkshire Associatfion of Baptist Churches

e  Members of Youth Groups and Churches of the Lancs. and Cheshire Association of Baptist Churches

In August 1970 another fund-raising leaflet went out to local churches with the usual emotional
blackmail seeking donations, and particularly asking for people to covenant gifts over 7 years to
enable tax reclaims?’:

The interest of many churches has been aroused and a great feeling of pride,
justifiably so, has been shown in the really fine piece of practical work that
the churches and people of the North West have done in building the Hostel.
The master mind behind all this has been our own Area Superintendent, Rev.

Norman Jones, who has worked untiringly to achieve the completion of this most
worthy building. An Appeals Committee has been appointed to supervise the
raising of the outstanding amount of approx. £3,500 and they are keen that this
should be done while our Superintendent is away on a long holiday.

At UCF an International cookbook was compiled for sale in Dec 1969 to capture the Christmas
market. A sponsored slim was initiated by Miss (Rosetta) Wilkinson along with Christmas card sales
and coffee evenings after the 6:30 Church service? and small donations from Church Funds?. The
Baptist Women's League held an Open Day with a chance to view the house and stalls and
refreshments in the garden (if wet in the Church Hall). Despite the best intentions of the Appeals
Committee, fund raising seems to have gone on for several years with an "its a Knockout"
competition in 197430, However by July 1975 the income from a second volume of the international
cook book was assigned to Baptist Home Mission as Linton House no longer needed funds3!.

Construction

The original architect having “resigned” on account of the proposed plane being seen as too
conservative — “a brick box”, Eric Thompson was appointed and produced a design — concrete,

25 British Council report 1971-2

26 "Supplying a Need" leaflet, NWBHA

27 Fund Raising Leaflet, August 1970

28 Church Meeting minutes July, Sept 1970

29 Deacons Meeting minutes April 1972: £75 donation from UC from surplus balance of £400
30 Deacons Meeting minutes June 1974

31 Deacons Meeting minutes November 1975




brick and complex roofs that was more suited to the age. This was the same era as the now
demolished maths tower at the University, and the similarities in ethos and later lack of adaptability
are notable.

After further delays in securing loans from the British Council32 Construction finally started in
Nov/Dec 1968. There was work to be done clearing the site — with the help of the Tameside
Fellowship youth groups3. David Nicholson recalls some sort of ceremony to mark the "cutting of the
first sod” by Sir Learie Constantine (West Indian Cricketer and Trinidadian politician) which was
apparently televised34, although no photographs or reports have been found to date. The
foundation stone was laid by the Jamaican High Commissioner, Sir Laurence Lindo, at a ceremony
on Feb 15t 1969 there was a service and the announcement in Christward said “it is hoped that it
will also be possible to organise a buffet tea” — whether this actually happened is not recorded!

Construction was subject to the usual delays. The opening was originally planned for September
1969. Gordon Neal recalls a meeting on LH site June or July 1969 with architect and Norman Jones.
The (basement) garage was built but nothing above if, but they were assured by the architect that
could move in by Sept 1969.

The Churches concerns reverted to the use of our water supply for the building site, and particularly
complaints when builders were found working on Sundays and the loss of the frees. As the Church
Meeting records put it: “Considerable concern was felt and expressed concerning the work which
was now being done on the site on Sundays by the builders. This was felt fo be unnecessary and
regrettable..."35,

There was a line of poplar trees along one side of the site, which is was agreed would remain. The
builders, whilst carefully leaving the trees intact, dug tfrenches on both sides so close to the free line
that they all blew down anyway3é.

At the October Church Meeting “Mr Ward reported that the Hostel was about 3 months behind
schedule. Some accommodation might be opened by the 2nd week in January 1970. The official
opening might take place on March 211" It was August 1970 before Eileen and Gordon were able
tfo move in.

32 Deacons minutes October 1968

33 Email from Barbara Oxley

34 David Nicholson emaiil

35 Church Meeting minutes 11th May 1970

3¢ Conversation with Alan Redhouse and Gordon Neal email 11/2/17
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Opening Ceremony

THE NORTH WEST BAPTIST HOUSING
ASSOCIATION

(A caring agency of the Lancashire & Cheshire Association of
Baptist Churches)

pEAR.... Ov. 5 (e \Q.*-l'{.‘w'-d‘

The Management C ommittee has pleasure
in inviting you to
The Official Opening of
LINTON HOUSE

by

THE HON. MARK BONHAM CARTER
(Chairman: Race Relations Board)

on

SATURDAY, 27th JUNE, 1970 at 3.0 p.m.

Programme
3.0 p.m.

Chairman: MR. E. B. MARSTON, 1.P.

HYMN - - Tune: Old Hundredth

All people that on earth do dwell,
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice
Him serve with mirth, His praise forth tell:
Come ye before Him and rejoice.

The Lord, ye know, is God indeed:
Without our aid He did us make:

We are His folk, He doth us feed:
And for His sheep He doth us take.

O enter then His gates with praise,
Approach with joy His courts unto:

Praise, laud and bless His name always.
For it is seemly so to do.

For why. the Lord our God is good;
His mercy is for ever sure;

His truth at all times firmly stood.
And shall from age to age endure.

PRAYER

CHAIRMAN'S REMARKS

AppRESS: MR, MARK BONHAM CARTER

INTERLUDE

STATEMENT BY MR. ERIC HITCHON, TREASURER

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS
GREETINGS FROM REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BRITisH CounciL
PROCESSION TO LINTON HOUSE

OPENING

Disperse to tea (price 3/6) in the Schoolroom
The Committee express special thanks to the members of Union
Chapel. Fallowfield




Linton House was officially opened on 27t June 1970, at a ceremony attended by a wide range of
dignitaries including the Lord Mayor of Manchester and the Vice-Chancellor of the University of
Manchester. The opening address was given by Mark Bonham Carter the Chairman [sic] of the
Race Relations Board. Tea was provided at a price of 3/6!

The Bapfists were right when they decided that the time for compassion had come. And they were
Joining an institution, be it a university or a business was
alarming in itself, but more so if it were in a foreign country, It was worse sfill if one had nowhere to

| hope that this scheme will serve as an example and that

right to show it in such a practical form...

live apart from unfriendly lodgings....
others will follow...”

Opening Address from Mark Bonham Carter — as reported in Baptist Times 2/7/70

4/!@ the opening ceremony, weid in the adjacent church, !
the Lord Mayor of Manchesie:, Councilor William Down- |
ward, the ViceChancellor of Maiches\er University, Sir
Willian Mansrield-Coeper, andhe Lady Mayoress of Man~|
chester Mrs.Douniward, led the procession to Linton House. |

I'he upening  came
vears after the Rev. Nor-
man  Jones, North West
area  superintendent, heard

of the heartbreaking scarch

Heartbreak couple’s plight
led to hostel being built

APTIST concern and compassion was applauded by Mr. Mark ."w ™
chairman of the Race Relations Board, when he opened Linton n....‘" =
chester hostel for overseas and British students, on Saturday. .

by a coloured couple with a |

child for accommodation in | serve as an example and that

the city.

Their colour kept them
out.

More evidence came to lhght,
the superintendent talked to

. others about what could be

done and In 1966 the North

. West Baptist Housing Associa-
tion was formed.
“The Baptists were right

when they decided that the
ume  for compassion had
come.” said Mr. Bonham Car-
ter. “And they were right o
show 1t 1n such a practical
to.m™.

Joining an anstitution, be 1t
university or business, was
alarmung in itself, but more s0
If it were in a foreign coun-
try. It was worse still if one
had Tmowhere to live apart
from unfriendly lodgings.

“It is with great pleasure
that I see that Linton House
will also accommodate students
from this country. This is an
essential combination.

“It allows the overseas stu-
dent to get to know his British
counterpart within a com-
munity and lets the British
student have a close contact
with someone from overseas,”
said Mr. Bonham Carter.

“It is important that Linton

House should not be allowed to |

become an island, unconnect-
ed with the world outside. It
must become part of the local

and to

| AR

Britons didn't always realise
that their attitudes and in-
sularity could shock people
from overseas. It was high time
that Britons were shocked by
it themselves, for it could be
dangerous. Linton House woun

Baptist Timu., <

six | help to break down this in-

sularity and fear of the un-

familiar. Its contribution
would be all the more impor-
tant now that Britain had be-

come a multi-racial society.
“I hope that this scheme will

others will follow. I am indeed
proud to be associated with
this opening,” Mr. Bonham
Carter ended.

The Rev. Norman Jones
thanked the many ind.widulls.

churches and
who had supported the scheme,
and welcomed the

or ions

who had been invited to the
opening. He hoped they would
welcome  the students into
their homes.

The treasurer, Mr. Eric
Hitchon, said that the total
cost had risen to £120,000,
They were still £4,000 short in
covering commitments.
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Joe Linton37

Joe, we believe the others are unknown.

Joe, originally from Jamaica, was a very significant figure in the international Pan African
Movement in 1940s and 50s Manchester and internationally. He was an associate of Kwame
Nkrumah (first President of independent Ghana) and Jomo Kenyatta (first President of independent
Kenya)- both of whom lived in Manchester for a while - and Joe travelled himself at one point to
work in Liberia, at the time only the second black-led independent African state after Ethiopia. He
didn't stay long though and returned to Manchester disgusted by the American influenced
corruption endemic at that time in the country.

Joe was a delegate at the highly influential Sth Pan African Congress held in Manchester 15th - 21st
October 1945 which essentially laid the groundwork for the colonial independence movements of
the 50's and 60's - particularly in Africa and the West Indies.

Joe stayed in Manchester though and apart from becoming a Deacon at Union Chapel was active in
supporting black (and other) immigrants to Manchester facing discrimination - particularly in
housing. It was for that reason that it was felt that a hostel for overseas students would be a fitting
memorial to him, with the original intention also being that Union Chapel would provide the
additional support and where necessary campaigning against discrimination that they might face.

[Joe died in June 1964 age just 47]

David Nicolson: | remember his funeral well - it was a major Manchester Civic Event held at Union
Chapel and conducted by Dad, thus delaying our annual summer holiday to Bournemouth (which
is the main reason | remember itl).

37 Based largely on email from David Nicolson
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The first years38

B

N

;oningﬂg‘in... N ) Gordon Neil in the basement garage - Look o those
cars!

Eileen Neal agreed to be the first Warden in 1968/9 for a 2 year period from the opening in Sept
1969. Gordon Neal would take on role initially until Eleen and he married. Given the late opening
this became a one year appointment. Nevertheless Eileen and Gordon became the first human
residents in August 1970, their first night being disturbed by the activities of the mice who had
already taken up home.

After the rodent squatters had been evicted the first students
moved in in Sept 1970 and it was full by the beginning of October.
Students were largely nominated by the British Council - who had
provided the majority of the funding for the construction. There was
an agreement that 75-80% of the students were to be nominated
by the BC for 28 years. The House was registered with the University
of Manchester as an approved student residence, but also took
students from Hollings College and Further Education
establishments. Students from 24 countries3? occupied the 34 units
including West Indies, Bermuda, India, various African countries,
Turkey, Australia and the USA. One couple from Pakistan who were
notably friendly with the Indians, despite the two countries being at
war over Kashmir. Mostly post-graduate students, along with a few
single British (“good Baptists”) (mainly undergraduate) students.
Single and families. Quite a number who would be very influential in
their home countries.

Most students were well supported financially with British Council
scholarships or more generous salaries from their own governments,
although there were some with limited means. The rooms and
accommodation was rather small for students with no other base in
the UK — bedrooms with a sink and hotplate for a couple, although
the larger double and family rooms had fully equipped kitchen areas. Many students were from
much larger homes and some probably had servants - so the self-catering student
accommodation was a challenge.

Baptist Times June 4t 1970

38 From Gordon Neal
3? Manchester University Council Report 1971/2
12



At first the building was rather incomplete and not fully furnished — no desks in the rooms, and the
operation was rather hand-to-mouth with tight budgets. The committee was composed of people
who were used to running churches, not student hostels, which created its share of [unspecified!]
problems. A feline resident by the name of Marble took up home and rodent eviction duties.

Christward Nov 1999 - Eileen Neal Remembered

..on her return to Manchester as Mrs Neal, Eileen took on with Gordon another
challenging role - as Warden of a newly built block of flatlets and bed-sits on
land next to Union Chapel. These were the days before anti-racist legislation
applied to the letting of flats and lodgings and there was very little
accommodation available to overseas students coming to study in Manchester. The
Baptists of the North West had resolved to do something about this and Linton
House was the result.

~Eileen, who was officially the Warden, and Gordon had the interesting but
challenging task of ironing out all the wrinkles that are inevitable when you
move into a newly-built property, plus helping people from a variety of faiths
and cultures settle into Manchester. She also befriended some of the wives who
had 1little English and who were very lonely in their small apartments for the
whole day while their husbands were in university classes. Eileen's warmth and
her ability to relate to people helped her and the women she gathered round her
from the church to make those wives feel more at ease. Although they gave up the
wardenship after a year, in order to start a family, they always retained their
interest in how things were going there.

A long saga about a notice board! - Exfracts from Church Meetfing (CM)and Deacons Meeting (DM) minutes

CM Jan 1971: ...it was agreed that a letter should be sent from the church meeting to the architect of Linton
House requesting him to provide the promised notice board and one to Mr Smith, the builder, to restore the
church grounds to order.

DM February 1971: The question of the design for the notice boards outside the church & Linton House was
being taken up with the architect again.

DM March 1971: Notice boards — the architect was working on the problem

DM April 1971: Notice board The architect is to submit a development of his design. A letter is to be sent to Rev
N.B. Jones as sec., of housing committee to withhold any money due until the work under heading iv and the
notice board is complete.

DM May 1971:Miss Heath reported she had written to the Housing Association & the Architect but fo date no
reply had been received. After discussion Mr Jones suggested we let the matter lie for the time being.

CM Sept 1972: Mr Johnston enquired about the notice board to be erected by Linfon House. Mr Jones and Mr
Ward reported on the difficulties and were asked to report further in December.

CM Dec 1972: Mr Jones reported that the management committee of the housing association were to pay
the full cost of the notice board at the corner of Wilboraham-Wellington Roads.

DM October 1972:An estimate had now been received from Messers G.P.Kershaw [extensive details of
construction omitted] The cost would be £95, the Housing Association paying &60 towards that cost. [further
extensive discussion of details omitted]

DM November 1972:Mr Jones reported that estimates had been agreed by the Housing Cttee of Linton House,
& the board would be erected at a cost of £121, including [illegible] and the Linton House board. The cost
might be reduced after further communication & if the Cttee agreed to pay fthe full cost.

DM December 1972:The management board of the Assn. has now agreed to pay the full cost of the nofice
board. The cost of one other [2] board of £99 to be met by our church

DM March 1973:This was to be [illegible] within the next fortnight.

DM April 1973: Noticeboard: Mr Jones had been told by Kershaw's that the noticeboards should arrive before
Easter af the previously submitted estimate.

DM May 1973: The noticeboards are now in place. There was some discussion on the subjects of the concrete
setting, the material used for the boards, and the lettering.
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Around October 1971, the Rev Margaret Phillips, took over as warden - combining the role with that
of the Ministry of Beaver Park Church and an Associate in the student chaplaincy, with special
responsibility for overseas students40. The hostel was providing accommodation mainly for married
postgraduate students often seconded from administrative service with their respective
governments4!, David Jones commented in Christward “The spirit of community that has grown up
in the house is bound to be reflected when they return home.” 42

Memories of Linton House

I moved in to Linton House in September 1971. About 10 residents had already moved in already, if
was a brand new building. My next door neighbour was Suneela Mavinkurve, and 46 years later we
are still good friends. We last saw each other two years ago, and neither of us had changed a bit! |
lived in Linton House again from 1974-1976 and 1978-1982. It really was home for me. Eileen and
Gordon Neal were the first wardens, by me second time there Jean and Bruce Rumbold, from
Australia were the wardens. They all created a warm, welcoming home for us. My last few years |
was the resident tutor (| think that was the title) when my full time job was Chaplain to Overseas
Students at St Peter’'s House.

Linfon House was home to many people. Most of the residents were overseas students, but there
were always some British residents to help them navigate life in the UK. We learned fo live together
because of our common bonds, we enjoyed the international element of life, we wanted to learn
from each other, most of us enjoyed tasting different kinds of food, we all felt lonely and isolated at
times. And we supported each other. We celebrated at least one wedding there, a birth, national
days, many New Years each year, and several religious holidays.

There were also tensions in the house, usually about the everyday things. One resident ran the bath
tub until water overflowed into the hallway, and he did it several times!! Dried fish is a delicacy in
some parts of the world, and when one of us cooked this fish | knew from across the road that
today was the day as all the windows of LH were open, the smell was so strong!

Sharing meals was an integral part of life in LH. All sorts of delicious food was prepared there and
parties were a feast with the best music and dancing styles ever! Any occasion was a chance for a
party. During the week a Wives Group was held, for wives in Linton House as well as others who
were not residents. The Infernational Society and Chaplaincy were involved in this weekly group.
Being a dependant spouse in a new country, where you didn't speak the language or know the
traditions, can be really challenging and we were grateful that a few local women also came to
welcome the guests.

I loved living in Linton House, | learnt so much, | have friends all over the world, | have visited some
of my Linton House friends in India, Singapore, Malaysia and Australia. Since 1983 | have only lived
in the UK for two years and have lived in Asia, Africa, South and North America. | have often
thought about Linton House and what an important part it played in my life. It really was a
microcosm of the world in many ways. | look forward to the day when we all can live together
peacefully.

Ann Griffith

40 Christward October 1971
41 Christward June 1972; ministers lefter
42 Christward June 1972; ministers lefter
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Outside LH. Ann Grffiths on the end with A group in the warden's apartment c1971. In the photo students
Nurihan, a Malaysian student. from Australia, Tanzania, Kenya, France, and England.

As well as serving on the House committees, members of UCF were active in in welcoming students
with hospitality schemes 43 and International evenings#4, as well as helping with wives groups and
cookery evenings:

Christward November 1973
MINISTER'S LETTER

We have been very glad to see a few people from Linton House in our services,
and that has reminded us of a delightful opportunity of hospitality on our
doorstep. We feel that we ought to take this up more seriously. There are over
twenty different nationalities living there, and it is important that the chance
of forging links of understanding and friendship be seized. Margaret Davey has
agreed to organise this in co—operation with Margaret Phillips. Please let her
know that she can count on your help.

Memories...

Once Linton House was built | recall residents referring to it as ‘a haven’, ‘a life saver’, ‘like a family’.
Partly it was the community, and the wilingness to support each other. Those of us in contact with
residents also gained. Linfon House When my children were small | recall joining many outings, some
of which were arranged by the International Society, but many arose spontaneously. Often the
women in the couple were ‘at home' with children, while the men were studying. Oh those days of
inequality! | recall going with a group of women from Linton House to Styal Woods at bluebell time,

43 Church Meeting minutes October 1973
44 Christward October 1976, December 1977
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they were entranced. Going out with them helped me see my own surroundings differently.

Eventually these informal gatherings
led to lots of conversations about
cookery. Eating is a universal habit;
learning from each other how to cook
different dishes became a great
source of contact, and one that did
not need wonderful language skills.
Some of the recipes in the two
International Cookery books (sold in
aid of Lintfon House) came from these
gatherings. There were unexpected
spin offs when people gathered to
cook together. |recall the amazed
discussion when a Nigerian woman
from the lbo community explained
what a man had to do to be allowed
tfo marry. People were mesmerized o realize how in her village at least the usual male/female roles
were reversed. The same woman asked to sleep with our daughters when her husband was away
on a course. Our daughters were bemused that a grown up had never slept alone and thought
sharing their room was better than staying in her room alone.

We were invited into Lintfon House a lot, and my youngest daughter has memories of being offered
ginger fea when we had a cold (It nearly fook the roof of my mouth). She also recalls an Asian
wedding where the bride had sweets pinned to her veil and the children had to chase her to grab
the sweets. One of my favourite memories was the Korean professional painter who confidently
taught a group of other women how to do the fraditional brush painting. She left with us a
beautiful painting of Snowdon that we still freasure.

This all sounds very ideal, but the people | met were content despite the cramped
accommodation. Some people moved as their family grew and accommodation became easier
to find, but | think the community that residents built together was the most valuable aspect of
what Linfon House had to offer, and many church members involved themselves in that
community.

Enid Welford

In the mid ‘70s inflation and rising interest rates were creating considerable financial issues. In
December 1973 the rents needed to be raised by 30% to meet interest payments of some £50004°
and the following notice was published in Christward:

Christward Jan 1974
LINTON HOUSE AND INFLATION

There is no other purpose built hostel that caters quite like Linton House for
the accommodation [sic] of married overseas students and people, not only in
Manchester but also in many other parts of the country often repeat their
admiration for the service it offers. It makes a significant contribution
international understanding and is a living witness of Christian concern.
Congratulations are often expressed to North West Baptists on their courage and
foresight in promoting such an enterprise. BUT, like other voluntary
enterprises, severe inflation and a heavy load of mortgage interest, is putting
a severe strain on its financial resources. Rents cannot be raised to economic
rates, since this would certainly exclude the small number of British students,
who play such an important part in the integration of the community. The

45 Deacons Meeting minutes Dec 1973
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knowledge that you are supporting them in prayer and concern will be a great
encouragement to the committee of management as they seek solution and plan for
the future work.

Bruce and Jean Rumbold with Ann Griffiths back in Australia in 1980

In the end, significant donations were received which, temporarily at least meant that the rent
increases were not needed and by October 1974, with new wardens in Bruce and Jean Rumbold,
the finances were in better shape:

Christward October 1974
LINTON HOUSE

The new term sees many new residents installed as our next door neighbours, not
least the new Joint Wardens from Australia. After three exhausting years,
Margaret Phillips has been elevated to Church House.

Financially the hostel is beginning to solve some of its problems, if answers
can be found to the remaining difficulties, a less disturbed year is forecast!
Many of us have already met Bruce and Jean Runbold. Both are combining research
with administration. Bruce has been on the staff of the Baptist College in
Melbourne for the past two .years.

The Management Committee were told last month that generous donations from the
churches and from other sources had enabled all deficits to be cleared to 31lst
August — with two exceptions. £400 is still needed to cover the debt on the
Capital Account. And there is a small mortgage of £56,000 from Manchester
Corporation! But unless inflation gets a lot worse, the present, rents, ranging
from about £7 a week for a single room to £13 for family accommodation, should
cover running costs, including interest and repayments on that mortgage.

G.C.N.

Originally LH had a dual committee structure with a Management Committee dealing with
finance and a House Committee (meeting every two months) which dealt with domestic affairs.
In 1973 these were merged into a single Management Committee, meeting every two months
with representatives of the British Council, the University and two students.
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In the mid '70s demand for spaces considerably exceeded supply, with waiting lists, especially for
those with a child. Entry was restricted to those who were in the UK for the first time, and only for
one or two years, providing an initial home before moving intfo the community.4¢

From the University Council Report 1976-7

As the house is mostly for adult students, it is expected that they look after themselves more. Hence
there are no support staff such as porters, etc., though communal areas are cleaned regularly by
cleaners. Residents are expected fo keep their own rooms and communal areas clean, though this,
at times, has not worked well.

There was a Residents Association which arranged social events and was variously represented on
the House Committee, this clearly varied in effectiveness as successive waves of students passed
through. In 1977 the report to the University Council commented: “The Linton House Residents
Association looks after the activities and welfare of the residents, though for this session not much
has happened especially after the first ferm. Community life is generated by the Residents’
Association Committee and on it too depends the atmosphere of the House. It is difficult to
generatfe too much community life, as most residents, being families and married couples, have
friends outside the House. Also couples spend their time privately in their rooms.”

A wives group, run variously by the University's International Society and the Chaplain to Overseas
Students, was a flourishing group in its various guises, running Cookery evenings and regular
meetings. 4

The presence of children, contributed to arather different atmosphere from the usual student
accommodation, "a humanising influence"48

After the Rumbold’s left (Oct 1977) there was a period without a warden, and Mr Jones (minister
of UCF) and the committee covered the, not inconsiderable, role, with particular mention being
made of the roles of Frank Ward, Gordon Neal and Pat Salt4. In this period the Warden's
accommodation was extended. Linton House clearly took up a significant part of the Minister’s
time%0, In mid-1978 Anthony and Phillipa Blinkhorn moved in as Wardens:

Christward June 1978 - Minister's Letter

Already Sam Greene from Linton House has left for his home in the Bahamas. He
asked me to pass on his greetings and gratitude for fellowship at Union Chapel.
His home church in Nassau, of which he is a deacon, has 3,000 members! Others
from Linton House will be leaving soon, so do keep an eye open. The enlargement
and decoration of the Warden's flat has just been completed and .Dr. Anthony
Blinkhorn and Phillipa his wife, will be moving in shortly. Remember them in
their work and continue to show real interest in and friendship for the
residents. I'm sure that the fuller involvement of a number of people in Linton
House has made all the difference this year when there has been no warden.

D.S.B.J.

Dr Blinkhorm was a Senior Dental Officer/Lecturer in the Salford AHA Department of Preventative
Dentistry.51

By October 1979 the Wardenship was again proving problematical, and David Jones again
stepped info the breach and became part-time, non-resident warden, with the agreement of UCF,

46 Manchester University Council Reports 1974-5,1975-6
47 Manchester University Council Reports 1973-4, 1977-8
48 Manchester University Council Reports 1979-80

4 Deacons Meeting minutes Sep,Oct,Nov,Dec 1977

50 Deacon’s meeting minutes Dec 1977

51 Christward March 1978
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and with a team from the Northern Baptist College filling the hole in the ministry of the church?>2
Linfon House provided a bridge between the church and the University. DSB Jones in particular was
very good af involving the Church in supporting the students with social events — along with a few
who joined the fellowship®3.

Rev David Jones, Christine Hayes , and someone unknown, in one of the
kitchen's in Linton House

The NWBHA was a church body that ran things in a rather church manner. Although well meaning,
their expertise in running this type of project was limited not very efficient or professional - the
NWBHA had only one other scheme (McLaren Court in Didsbury) %, with the Association having
been explicitly created to enable LH. %5

The 1979 report to the University Council was untypically honest in describing the travails of running
a small Hall:

None will bemoan a short report provided the exhilarations and terrors of running a Hall of
Residence for mainly married overseas students—or, indeed, any Hall of Residence—are described
honestly and succinctly.

This year has seen the usual wide spread of nationalities. The comparatively small community of
about sixty residents has achieved a high degree of harmony, despite jokers who purloin the daily
papers and plan parties during examination fime. The Residents' Committee arranged a series of
parties and played an important part in the social life of the House. In co-operation with the
International Society and the Chaplain to Overseas Students, Miss Ann Griffith, the House is playing
an increasingly important part in the life of overseas students in Manchester. A weekly Wives'
Group, organised by Miss Griffith, helps to ameliorate the often desolate experience of wives left
alone in a strange house while their husbands are busy at the University. The purpose is not only to
infroduce women from different culfures to each other, but also fo help in solving some of the
problems arising from first experiences of a Western style of life.

The year has brought many interesting contacts, and it is hoped that the House has provided a
degree of understanding and security to facilitate undistracted work. Some of the residents,
coming from important positions and affluent homes with many servants, find that a life of self-

52 Christward Oct 1979

53 Gordon Neal telephone conversation
54 Email from Gordon Neal 11/2/17

55 Gordon Neal telephone conversation
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service presents its peculiar problems and tensions. In many situations the presence of a small
number of British residents, often unconsciously, provides a useful balance.

The matter of a Warden in so small a Hall is sfill a problem. Presently a non-resident acting-warden
and a part-time administrative secretary, with the help of Mrs. Pat Salt, Accommodation Officer at
the British Council, and a small management committee, have responsibility. The success of this
structure seems fo indicate its continuance.

Because of a serious fault in the nine-years-old building and the imperative necessity for repairs, the
full operation of the Hall in the 1979—80 session is in some doubt. Since the work has not yet been
put out to tender, the life of the Hall is being maintained until the repairs are started.

In 1981the NWBHA transferred the lease and management of LH to what was then called the
Baptist Men’s Movement Housing Association, a national body that largely ran a series of retirement
homes. The transfer fo the BMM was very positive as they had much more experience (despite
mainly running retirement homes) and a much more professional approach.sé

The building

WA

SIDE  ELEVATION

5¢ Gordon Neal telephone conversation

20




ﬁ:_““\“.‘.“%'.,

X

REAR ELEYATION

Architect’s drawings

There had been an initial *brick box" design for the building, which was deemed unimaginative.
The original architect “resigned” and was replaced by Eric Thompson on the recommendation of
Graham Ashworth (Professor of Urban Environmental Studies at the University of Salford and
erstwhile president of the Baptist Union). The resultant design was more modern although not all the
novel features worked. For example the doors lacked the usual wooden frame surrounds and very
soon gaps emerged requiring the installation of the usual surrounds. %7

At its opening the building could accommodate 11 single students and 23 married couples
(referred to as students and their wivesl!). There was some accommodation for children, a small
Warden's Flat and a study-lounge. Facilities for private and communal cooking and were
provided.8

However, space was rather tight and more would have been better suited to the residents who has
nowhere else to keep things. The smaller single and double rooms just had a sink and hotplate —
and nothing by way of living area.s?

Further building problems emerged through the '70s with “maijor structural defects” being noted in
1974%0 and 1977¢' - the latter only being fixed in 1980, with ceilings being replaced or made secure
throughout the ground and first floorsé2.

By the time the University fook over the residence it was described as having has 11 single rooms, 19
double rooms for couples and 5 family rooms, in which a baby or a small child can also be
accommodated. By 2000, the University having undertaken some refurbishment and it was
advertised that “Linton House has been recently refurbished and each room is provided with
modern furniture and washing facilities. Larger flats have showers and kitchens. Facilities include a
TV room, study and laundry room™ ¢3;

In its latter days the flat roofs and the associated rainwater channels showed the usual symptoms of
ageing, with frequent flooding after heavy rainé4. The concrete frame was beginning o
deteriorate, the roof and windows needed major works and major refurbishment would be required
to bring it up to current standards. By 2016 it was clear that the building had reached the end of its
useful life with a surveyor’s report concluding that refurbishment as student accommodation would
be not be the best use of the site as even with substantial upgrade the building is too small to be
effectively managed as an independent unit.

57 Conversation with Gordon Neal

58 Opening Ceremony programme

59 Conversation with Gordon Neal

60 Deacons Meeting Oct 1974

61 Deacons Meeting May 1977

62 Christward June 1980 — Ministers letter
63 UoM website 2000

64 Conversation with Rose Goodier
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Changing perspectives

In reading the contemporary material, one is often struck by the language used. References to
"coloured students" and "students and their wives" would not be acceptable, even if correct,
nowadays. The "International Cook Book" included a recipe for "Nig-Nog biscuits”, which clearly
none of the switched on liberal editors saw the connotations of before publication (much to their
subsequent embarrassment). But then at that fime your editor was living in a Baptist Manse with a
black cat named "Sambo"l When, during the development phase, John Nicholson left as minister
the Deacons and Church minutes talk unashamedly of the need to find "the right man". Although
women ministers were not common they had been permitted in the Bapftist denomination since
1922.

The impression one gathers is of strong personal support for individuals and a strong wilingness to
stand in opposition to the overt racism of the fime, but rather a paternalistic concern for what were
seen as rather exotic examples of another place and culture. Perhaps summed up by the hymn
that was still current at the time:

Remember all the people

Who live in far off lands

In strange and lovely cities

Or roam the desert sands,

Or farm the mountain pastures

Or till the endless plains

Where children wade through rice fields
And watch the camel frains.

Some work in sultry forests
Where apes swing to and fro,
Some fish in mighty rivers,
Some hunt across the snow...

Later [1982-]

Now under the management of the Baptist Men’s Movement Housing Associatfion, whose expertise
in building management was “of great benefits5. Various improvements were made in the early
‘80s in terms of double glazing, heating, lighting, security and carpetsés.

Rent levels were sfill a perennial problem. GN recalls a committee meeting where the need to
increase rents was discussed. It was explained that this was an unfortunate necessity due to the
current financial situation and no-one was making a profit from LH. The student members were
incredulous believing that Christians were always out fo make the most money from any situation.

Christward December 1982
From A New Resident at Linton House:
I have recently had the opportunity move into Linton House, the hostel door to

this church built in 1970 with the support of Union Chapel, the Lanc. & Cheshire
Baptist Association and the British Council.

65 University Council Report 1982/3
66 University Council Report 1982/3,1983/4
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The plaque by the door reads “This house was built by men and women who like Joe
Linton a former deacon of Union Chapel care about International friendship. May
all who live in it feel at home”. The first ideal has certainly been fulfilled.
International friendship is running high, the atmosphere is warm and the present
residents from as many as 20 different countries are always eager to help one
another. The second ideal is in a sense also fulfilled, although I doubt if such
a happy situation exists in homes in Iran or Iraq today. Also the residents
frequently have their privacy disturbed by the current structural work to the
house. You may have heard about the appeal by residents to the management
committee about yet another rent increase (17.6% in one year). Thankfully
because of this appeal and the concern shown by Rev Jones, Gordon Neal, Marian
Carter and other members of the church, the new owners, the Baptist Mens
Movement Housing Association have temporarily reduced the rents whilst
negotiations are in progress to reduce the next increase in January. Even if we
are not completely successful at least there has been an increase in
communication between the owners and residents - an all important factor to
prevent misunderstanding. After all, that is what it’s all about - communication
between people which leads to friendship and trust.

Linton House is unique; there is no other hostel in Great Britain that is
specifically for overseas students, including married ones. The original idea
for the hostel has worked and I thank God that the present economic climate and
all the disruptions have not overshadowed the happiness within Linton House.
Jeanne Inch

THIS HOUSE WAS BUILT BY MEN AND WOMEN
WHO LIKE JOE LINTON.

A FORMER DEACON OF UNION CHAPEL.
CARE ABOUT INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIF
MAY ALL WHO LIVE INIT FEEL IT IS HOME

David Jones resigned as Warden in 1983 to move to a Church in Bolton. Angela Bogg took over in
April 1983¢7. Further difficult negotiations over rents were notedss.

Recollections:

| worked as pat time administrative secretary at Linfon House from 1978 unfil about 1982/3. Rev
David Jones was the warden at that time. | collected rents and paid the cleaning and caretaking
staff, arranged maintenance of the building, ordered cleaning materials and essential supplies and
helped remedy any problems the residents encountered. We collected rents each month and
would make it a special social event, my father, Ronald Brooks, a member of Stalybridge Baptist
Church would offen come to help out collecting the rents, a task he really enjoyed. It was good o
meet people from different parts of the world. It was humbling to hear some of their life stories and
often students from countries in dispute would find themselves living in adjacent rooms. | remember

67 University Council report 1982/3
68 University Council report 1982/3
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Semih and Alfie during their last few days discussing that the next fime they met could be across
the dividing line between their countries as both were destined to be drafted into their respective
armed services.

Barbara Oxley

Towards the end of the 1980’s it was becoming clear that changes in legislation concerning
Housing Associations®? as well as the difficulties of maintaining a relatively small unit in an era of
much larger student numbers were creating problems for the Baptist management, which itself was
contemplating restructuring. Brian Hargreaves took over as warden in 1988. In 1991 the Bapfist
Housing Association transferred Linfon House to the University of Manchester. At the end of this
chapter the following Christward article is worth quoting in full...

FAREWELL, LINTON HOUSE - FAREWELL B.H.A

On 28 June [1991], one month short of 21 years after Eileen and I moved into
Linton House as the first occupants, the hostel for married overseas students
next door to the Church was transferred to the University of Manchester. So
ended a very long saga. The last stages were completed with indecent haste
because the Baptist Housing Association wanted to 'clear the stage' for its own
merger. On 1 July it joined with Church Housing Association to become the
English Churches' Housing Group.

The University's keenness to acquire Linton House is, I suppose, the ultimate
seal of approval on the project. The idea was born back in the 1960's In the
vision of one serving and one future Area Superintendent; Joe and Hilda Linton;
who else? Others will know that chapter of the story better than I do.

In those days the map of Fallowfield was very different from today: no Oak
House, and Owens' Park only being built. In society, little anti-discrimination
legislation. Universities had barely begun to recognise the potential market
among overseas students.

The very simple, but at the same time imaginative, response to the prejudice
then rampant among landlords (is it yet dead?) against children and against
coloured people created a project which is still almost unique in British
university accommodation. That is the verdict of hindsight. It was not obvious
at the time. And many opposed the idea because they were rightly worried about
sacrificing the Church's own dreams to what might have been another well
intentioned failure.

There has been a price to pay - Norman Jones' health, perhaps, bad publicity
from time to time over rents, continual demands on Wardens, Management Committee
Chairmen, BHA Regional Managers (we got through more of these than anyone else,
I think!), etc. - and not least Ministers of Union Chapel.

I am sure it has been worth the hassle. But ask Enid and Michael for an
independent, consumer-based verdict. Or consult the minority of residents who
moved out to 'more attractive ' accommodation — and were back within the month.

Five residents benefited from the donation to the Management Committee made by
the Church in January. This was the total number (up to 30 June) affected by
abnormally large rent increases during their period of residence due to the
revised ground rent. To achieve this result, the Management Committee added some
of its own funds but gratefully acknowledges that nothing would have been done
without the Church's generosity.

One wonders what further changes to the local landscape the next 21 years will
bring. Architectural and environmental gain rather than loss, we must all hope.
Will they perhaps see a community focus for the area in which Union Chapel plays
an equally imaginative part? Will there be an enlarged Linton House? A revived
Mauldeth Road Adult Education Centre? Who knows? (Who even knows how communities

69 Christward Feb 1988
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ever get together to mount such initiatives?)

One thing is certain, tho. It would make all our agonizing over buildings during
the last three years seem a very minor inconvenience indeed if the outcome makes
one tenth of the contribution to ' international friendship' within the global
family that Linton House has made. In spite of everything. (Well, certainly to
international ‘understanding'. We at least have learnt the salutary lesson that
Christianity is regarded by the Eastern faiths as mercenary, money-grubbing, and
thoroughly materialistic. Should we preen or don sacking?)

For the Church, Gwyneth's legal know-how has produced a very satisfactory
settlement. The new ground rent for Linton House amounts to £5,000 per year.
This of course, only the harvest of the money invested in the site by previous
generations: the trusteeship, though, is today temporarily ours.

For myself, this is real - and welcome - retirement! For the present Warden,
Bryan Hargreaves, it unfortunately means unwelcome redundancy. For the other
staff, a new and probably more generous employer. For the residents - past and
future - we sincerely hope lower rents. For the Church's adult education fund a
donation equivalent to the Book Token so unwarrantedly and embarrassingly
presented to me at the July Church Meeting. The least said about that.. But thank
you, anyway.

Gordon Neal

The rise in International Students

In the 1960s and 70’s offering places to overseas students was an altruistic act on behalf of the
Universities, although by the late '70s, some courses were only viable due to significant numbers of
such students. Numbers of overseas students had risen steadily with the University of Manchester
having around 1400 such students in 1970, 10% of the total student body, rising to over 3000 (17%)7°
by 1980. Although there had been some increase in fees charged, the introduction by the Thatcher
government of “full cost” fees for overseas students in 1981 represented a marked shift.
International students became an essential source of income and active and competitive
recruitment became, and remains, the order of the day. By 2014 there were over 9000 non-EU
students (EU students no longer being counted as overseas, only paying the same fees as UK
students) — 25% of the total.

Wisdom of Serpents

As we saw earlier, there was a concern from the outset that Linton House would be self-governing
and self-financing, hence the setting up of the NWBHA, and the leasing of the land to that
organisation for the purpose of building and running LH. There was a concern on both sides that
Union Chapel would be protected if LH failed as a project or if circumstances changed. The idea
at the time seemed to be that it might be re-purposed as an “old people’s home”, although given
the complex of levels, stairs, location of bathroom facilities and the like, that possibility clearly was
never communicated to the architect.

In the end a 99-year lease was granted for the land, with a commercially realistic ground rent
provision (which appears to have been given back as a donation in least some of the early years)
and a provision for a periodic rent review every 10 years. There was an early, modest, review but
this provision fell into abeyance. By 1990 the Church had forgotten that there was a review
provision at all, whilst over the same period land values and rents generally had surged upwards.
However, when the lease came to be fransferred from the Baptist Men's Movement o the
University, the Church happened to look at the Deeds; the potential value was understood, and @
review of the rent was instigated. Sadly this course of action was opposed at that time, rather than
supported, by the Church'’s Trustees at Baptist House who saw this as an obstacle to the wishes of

70 Manchester University Council reports
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the Baptist Men's Movement, rather than engaging with the financial needs and future security of
Union Chapel. Great credit must go to the then Minister Revd Eric Bray and to Alan Redhouse for
withstanding the considerable pressure brought to bear, and a rent increase to reflect the land
value was secured, subsequently uplifted further on later reviews. Thus what became an essential
income stream to support the ongoing work of UC was secured.

Over to the University

University Accommodation website pictures 2006

By the end of the ‘80s it was becoming clear that running a small residence in isolation was not
viable, and in summer 1991 the lease along with responsibility for running LH was transferred to
Manchester University’!. Linton House was administered as a postgraduate residence from the
Owens Park complex just round the comer. It was described as "a postgraduate residence for
single students and those with families” and a *home fo a diverse mix of natfionalities, giving it an
international flavour”, “providing an opportunity for privacy and for participation in the life of an
international, multi-racial community residence” with a “Friendly, family environment”.72

There was some refurbishment around 2004, although in essence the building remained as it was in
1970, with only cosmetic changes and the installation of showers (but no foilets) in some of the flafts.

71 Notes from deacons meeting - CW may 1991
72 University of Manchester Web site 2000 (from “wayback machine”, web.archive.org)
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Linton House memories, 1996-1998 — Andy Howes

Linfon House was the place where | got to know my late wife, and where we lived together for the
first year of our married life. | never knew quite how legitimate it was for me to be living there, since
although Vika was from Russia and clearly a foreign student, | was not. But we got away with it.

Both as a place to become friends, and then as a place to become a family with our then 10-year-
old son Phil, Linfon House was ideal. It was warm, in every sense, and secure; there were many
other students around from all over the world; there were several other children of primary school
age. We lived in room 26, which had a small kitchen area, enough for us to entertain guests, and
an alcove with a sliding door and a small window, for Phil. We managed to squash in a small bed
and a very small desk for him. Going for a bath on the bath corridor was a chance fo get away
from the relatively confined living quarters, and more a luxury than a hardship. We had a close
friend living in another wing, and we found that size of the place allowed space for independent
living as well as building good relationships with many fellow students. And then there was the sense
of location location location. Linfon House was next to the church that we started going to, and a
stone's throw from shops and parks. This was before Sainsbury's, and Phil and | discovered the
wonderful area of waste ground down behind the old station which at that time still had some
railway sidings and which was a fantastic private space for frisbee. Now | go and play frisbee in
Sainsbury's car park for old time's sake. There was a study room equipped with desktop computers
and | spent many midnight hours there, working on a thesis.

There were dangers. | was away for 2 1/2 months in Indonesia doing fieldwork during 1998, thinking
that | was putting myself in the most risky situation, fravelling on the rather ropey ferries and with the
ever present threat of gastrointestinal infections. But when | finally realised that there were stories
that I was not being told on my occasional phone calls home, from telecom statfions in various
islands of Nusa Tenggara Timor, | probed a little harder and discovered that in the course of
descending some stairs rather too rapidly, Phil had caught his heel in the open space of two treads,
and almost sliced through his Achilles tendon. | can remember exactly where | was on hearing that,
since the thought of it made me sick to my stomach. He was still on crutches when | returned a
month later. There were no lasting ill effects.

And then there was the World Cup, in France was it2 The point was that many of the competing
nations were represented either directly or indirectly by people living in the house, meaning that
matches took on an intimate and family oriented meaning in the social room. Almost everyone
supported the successive underdogs, while the eventual victors maintained a narrow and
determined support base. International sporting and cultural events are much better played out
within such a widely representative intfernational community. And that's what Linfon House was, for
many people over many years. | married into Linton House, and | felt privileged to call the place
home.
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The last days’3

The final get-together before closing

Right through the 2010’s LH remained a thriving multinational community. Mainly PhD students and
still a few children. No longer “students and their wives” of course, but students and husbands and
a few same sex couples. It remained pretty well full till the end and still very much a community and
always very welcoming, “a good friendly community”. Students generally liked it — it was quiet.
Although the combination of small children running around upstairs and study in the rooms below
wasn't always appreciated. Chinese/Taiwanese students would recommend LH to the next
generation of students.

Up 1ill 2014 at least there were still regular events organised by the futors, often jointly with Ladybarn
House — coach frips to Derbyshire and the Lakes with visits to “local traditions” such as the
Derbyshire well dressings particularly appreciated, Christmas parties etc.

The building, “unsophisticated and quirky” however, was showing its age with recurrent flooding
problems (flat roofs and dodgy rainwater drainage). Although the facilities were poor by current
student standards, many who were used to dormitory accommodation were pleased to have their
own rooms. Conversely there were wealthy students who were used to having servants, which led
to some interesting lessons in how to treat cleaners. The terrace area, despite the brutalist concrete
construction, remained a good place to meet.

For the last couple of years, when closure was imminent (but the University still needed the room:s)
the tutor system was overhauled leading to less support and no social budget, and the students
were mainly on short-ferm Masters courses and as such there was less of a community spirit.

Living in Linfon House is memorable for me and my family. When we first got the news that we got
Linfon House as our accommodation, we didn't know what to expect because there wasn't much
information available, even when we Googled it or emailed to the university staff. We were
prepared to get a family room with shared bathroom, toilet and kitchen. Of course with a little bit
of worried having Aubrey who was still two years old at that time. Arriving the first fime at Linfon
House, we were happy with what we gotf. We got our own kitfchen and shower room. Yeayyy! We
were happy because it was just the perfect place, close to the grocery store, to the park and the
church being next door.

Linfon House was part of my study journey. We met other families and it was a good experience for
Aubrey too. He got to know some of the kids and they liked playing together. We get along well
with other residents. It was a quiet place. We could use the study room and the common room.
They were the place that we could socialize with others especially with the one with kids. Aubrey
loves the common room so much. It was sad to move out from Linton House especially for Aubrey.

73 Based on a conversation with Rose Goodier, non-resident tutor 2011-14
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He keeps asking me if I still have the key to our flat in Linfon house and when we can move back.
Every fime we go to Union Chapel for Sunday service, he asks me if we could go home to our flat in
Linton House instead of our flat that we are living now. 1 stillremember when we were back to
Indonesia last year, he told me he would like to have a similar common room in our house back in
Indonesia. He said that he would love to have his friend in his common room.

Living in Linfon House for year has left us good memories, good community, and a place that we
felt really safe. It was a home for us. And it turns out that it is not only me and my family who miss
Linfon House. One Sunday, | bumped into one of the students who lived in Linton House too, and
she intentionally visited Linton House on that Sunday morning because she missed living there and
wished if she could live there again.

Kris

Thus in February 2017 the University surrendered the lease and handed the land, with its building
back to Union Chapel.

Epilogue 1

Christward December 1989
Gordon Neal 1looks back

In Linton House we have concrete evidence of the way Union Chapel (with
others, but Norman Jones was a member here as well as Area Superintendent)
responded imaginatively to practical needs, in many ways quite outside its own
everyday life. If you care to put it this way, Linton House is not so much a
service to the communities of Fallowfield and Withington, but it contributes a
lot to several major city institutions, the University, UMIST, and the
Polytechnic and in particular to the international dimension of their work.

For me personally, Linton House was the first (perhaps I exaggerate)
Christian activity I had become involved with about which I never had any need
to be apologetic (except about the high rents and the cramped rooms). I am
deeply grateful to Union Chapel for this telling demonstration that religion
need not always be a matter of flaunting one's idiosyncratic obsessions and
dogmatisms in the face even of one's own common sense!

Epilogue 2

So this is the story as far as memories and the very partial documentation allows. It is sad that no
Church magazines from the most relevant period still exist, and that the minutes of the NWBHA
have not been retained. More sad is that we have lost many of the main protagonists to ill health or
death in the past few years and it's foo late to ask them. Nevertheless there is a story worth telling
and remembering.

Re-reading what we have from the time, it is clear that the nearly 50 years' life as a student
residence catering for international students was far beyond the lifespan that was envisaged at the
time. Union Chapel and the North West Baptists, along with all the others who helped to make it
happen, can be proud of what Linfon House has been for so long.

It is to the credit of those people that it was set up and set free, that the Church did not attempt to
run the show, but became a friendly, helpful, neighbour — although without the confributions in
times of frouble — particularly the willingness to allow the Minister of Union Chapel to fill in for absent
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wardens - and the contribution of members to the committees over many years, Lintfon House
would not have thrived as it did.

In return, during the latter phases of it life, Union Chapel has been very grateful to Linton House. The
hard-headed concern for the long term — and it has to be said the persistence of certain individuals
- meant that as the financial status of Linton House has changed it has in turn been a very useful
source of income that has enabled the church to continue to employ a full-time minister as long-
term changes in church membership have reduced other sources of income. And of course the
church can be very grateful that it doesn’'t have a large sprawling edifice of a building to maintain.
Without those members of Union Chapel seeing and acting on the need, there would have been
no Linton House. It is probably also frue that without Linton House, there would no longer be a Union
Chapell

Thanks To

We would like to thank all those who have contributed material. Apologies to any | have omitted
from the list, but confributors include (in no particular order):

¢ Manchester Central Library (Local History Archive)
e Rose Goodier — LH ftutor 2011-closure

e Norma Daniels - UoM accommodation Office

e Alan Redhouse

¢ Gwyneth Heritage

e Gordon Neal

e David Nicholson

e [Colin/Hilda]

e Enid Welford

e Barbara Oxley

¢ Andy Howes

e Kris

e Ann Griffith

e University of Manchester Archive

e Baptist Times — Paul Hobson

e The Angus Library Regent’s Park College - Emily Burgoyne
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